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The 16th annual European 
Association of Taiwan Studies 
(EATS) conference was held at 
Nottingham Trent University, UK, 
between 10th – 12th April 2019, 
around the theme of “Recognizing 
Taiwan: A Conference Exploring 
Taiwan’s Society and Political 
World”. The local organizer was 
Dr. Colin Alexander. During the 
busiest stage immediately 
preceding the conference, he had 
to reconcile this role with 
attending to his newborn son, thus 
joining an already numerous 
group of previous local organizers 
who experienced the joy of 
becoming parents simultaneously 
with that of opening our annual 
meetings. The outcome of Dr. Alexander’s 
organizational work was outstanding, and unlike 
Prince Harry and the Duchess of Sussex, he was 
also happy to pose with baby Finley on the first day 
of the conference. 

The rationale for the conference theme centered 
around it being forty years since Taiwan was 
diplomatically de-recognized by the United States 
at new year 1978-79. Since that time, Taiwan and 
China have become very different entities. By 
requesting abstracts from different fields of 
academic scholarship, the conference asked its 
delegates to explore the different ways in which 
Taiwan had changed and had been recognized for 

that change. To this end, the 
conference included paper 
presentations on law and justice, 
migration, literature and media, 
politics, diplomacy, Cross Strait 
issues and several others. Yet, as 
Bonny Ling’s (University of Zurich) 
paper on Taiwan and Public 
International Law made clear, the 
Taiwan Strait is not legally a “strait” 
under the International Law of the 
Sea because it includes 
international waters. Perhaps we 
ought to start calling it something 
else then? 

The keynote speaker was 
Professor Harry Harding of the 
University of Virginia. Professor 
Harding has been a leading 

international academic of China – US – Taiwan 
triangular relations since the 1980s and has 
advised US policy makers on their positions 
towards East Asia since then. His paper was 
entitled “America’s Taiwan Dilemma” and outlined 
seven dilemmas that the United States has faced, is 
facing, and will face in the future regarding the 
balance between its support for Taiwan and its 
relations, and competition for global supremacy 
with the People’s Republic of China. Professor 
Harding, who had never before attended an EATS 
conference, provided extensive praise of the 
quality and diversity of papers he listened to, the 
rigor of the scholarship, and the organization team 
behind the event. We also had the great pleasure 
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of hosting last year’s keynote speaker, Professor 
Shelley Rigger of Davidson College, whose 
enjoyment with our 2018 annual meeting caused 
her to come all the way from the US to witness this 
year’s presentations and contribute to panel 
discussions. 

In addition to the keynote speaker and the regular 
panels, the conference was supported by two 
sponsored panels. The first was held by the Taiwan 
Foundation for Democracy (TFD), whose President 
Dr. Fu-te Liao travelled from Taiwan and spoke 
during the introductory session. The second panel 
was hosted by the Lim Pen Yuan Foundation, whose 
Founding Chair, Professor Fu-san Huang, attended 
from Academia Sinica. Both panels were warmly 
received and made valuable contributions to the 
spectrum of debate among delegates. Finally, on 
the evening of Wednesday 10th April, the 
conference provided an extra-curricular event 
where a short documentary called The Lighthouse 
at Wuqiu (2019, dir. Huili Meng) was shown. This 
was followed by an extended talk by Fei-fan Lin, 
the leader of the Sunflower Movement, now doing 
a MSc at the London School of Economics. 

On Thursday 11th April, the Taiwan Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs (c/o: the Taipei Representative 
Office in London) hosted the official conference 
dinner at the Old Chemistry Theatre at the 
Nottingham Conference Centre. Representative 
David Lin made a welcome speech at the event and 
presented Nottingham Trent University’s local 
organiser and conference assistants – Dr. Colin 
Alexander, Alex Shotter and Bronwyn Elliot – with 
gifts of gratitude for their efforts in organising the 
conference and for hosting MoFA representatives 
during their trip to Nottingham. 

Several conclusions about the conference can be 
reached by gauging feedback from delegates and 
board members during and after the conference. 
First, the quality of papers was very high this year, 
and this was at least partly a reflection of the 
competition between abstracts at the review stage, 
with many strong abstracts that had to be declined. 
Second, the quality of questioning, and thus the 
knowledge of the audience who listened to papers, 
was very strong, and it was not uncommon for 
robust critical debates to occur both in the 
auditorium and over coffee or lunch. Third, the MA 
panels, which EATS remains committed to 
including at the conference each year, were of 
remarkably high quality. Indeed, it was confirmed 
by several delegates that there was very little 
difference at all between the MA presenters and 
those more seasoned faculty members. 

This final conclusion links well to a discussion of the 
book launch event, which occurred over lunch on 
Thursday 11th April. At this event, Dr. Dafydd Fell 
(SOAS) mentioned that in 2009, when the EATS 
conference took place in Madrid, the death of 
Taiwan Studies was announced by Professor 
Murray Rubinstein (Columbia University), partly 
due to the termination of M.E. Sharpe's Taiwan 
series. However, in the last ten years we have in 
fact seen the growth of the discipline. This is 
reflected in the vibrancy of EATS, and its growing 
membership and notoriety, and similar trends 
among its sister organisations, particularly in North 
America and Japan. Moreover, the Taiwan series of 
books by Routledge (now numbering some 50 
titles), who once again supported the EATS annual 
conference, Brill’s commitment to Taiwan Studies, 
and the emergence of the International Journal of 
Taiwan Studies, now in its second year, adds weight 
to the claim that Taiwan Studies is in very good 
health. However, what is perhaps the greatest 
testament to the health of Taiwan Studies is the 
quality of papers being presented at the MA panels 
and the competition for the Young Scholar Award. 

The Board members who co-organised the 16th 
annual meeting were as follows (in alphabetical 
order of surnames): Dr. Isabelle Cheng (University 
of Portsmouth), Dr. Jens Damm (Chang Jung 
Christian University), Dr. Simona Grano 
(University of Zurich), Dr. Chun-yi Lee (University 
of Nottingham), Dr. Lara Momesso (University of 
Central Lancashire), Miss Beatrice Zani (Lyon 2 
University) and Dr. Adina Zemanek (University of 
Central Lancashire). The EATS auditor is Professor 
Carsten Storm (Technische Universität Dresden). 
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EDITORIAL  

Adina Zemanek 
 

We are delighted to present you with 
this year’s summer edition of EATS 
News.  

It opens with a report from our annual 
conference at Nottingham Trent 
University. The local host was Dr. Colin 
Alexander, who carried out his task to 
perfection. This year’s conference also 
joined an already long series of annual 
meetings marked by the birth of 
organizers’ babies, who (we hope) will 
take up the torch of Taiwan Studies. 

But Colin’s son Finley is not the only star of this 
issue. True to our commitment to fostering young 
talent, we have established new awards and 
opened up our pages to more young voices. Apart 
from the already established Young Scholar 
Award reports, this issue includes summaries of 
the award-winning Taiwan Studies dissertations 
and student works granted the Taiwan Studies 
Essay Prize at the University of Portsmouth. For 
several years now, our annual conferences have 
been attended by students interested in Taiwan, 
who could not only witness presentations by 
established scholars, but also see their peers 
presenting during MA panels. Some of these 
students have kindly provided us with short texts 
describing their experience of the Nottingham 
conference, which you can find in this issue as well. 

As a continuation of our series of articles 
introducing Taiwan Studies in various countries, 
we are delighted to publish a contribution by 
Professor Ali Merthan Dündar of Ankara 
University, who discusses the current situation of 
Taiwan Studies in Turkey. We hope that this article 
will be followed by Turkish scholars’ participation 
in our EATS conferences, which we warmly 
welcome. Our other series on translations of 
Taiwan literature is also continued in this issue. It 
combines two perspectives on Wu Ming-yi’s The 
Man with the Compound Eyes: that of the author 
and that of his translator into Polish, Katarzyna 
Sarek of the Jagiellonian University in Krakow. 
Many thanks to the two contributors for the joy of 

having such double-faceted insight into 
this fascinating literary work.  
 
As the deadline for submitting abstracts 
for the 2020 EATS conference is 
approaching, we have also included a 
detailed presentation of the institutions 
jointly hosting next year’s meeting: the 
Centre for East Asia Studies at the 
Université libre de Bruxelles, and the 
Brussels Center for Chinese Discourse 
Studies at KU Leuven. This article, 
contributed by Lutgard Lams, 
Vanessa Frangville and Coraline 

Jortay, also introduces the academic profiles of 
next year’s local organizers. 

This issue also includes an article which we hope to 
develop into a new special series on Taiwan 
Studies scholar profiles: Futuru C.L. Tsai outlines 
his  path from a white-collar professional career as 
training manager at a semiconductor factory, to 
that of an anthropologist and documentary 
filmmaker. We plan to continue this series with 
profiles of former winners of the EATS Young 
Scholar Award, in order to celebrate our award’s 
tenth anniversary. Please look forward to that! 

Summer is not only a time for intensified research, 
but also a time for leisure and reaching for topics 
or viewpoints distant from daily work. Instead of a 
book review, we are happy to host in this issue a 
book presentation by an author of graphic novels – 
Clément Baloup, who places his book on 
Vietnamese brides in Taiwan against the 
background of his series on the war in Vietnam and 
outbound migration to other countries. But both the 
form of this book and its topic are in fact very much 
related to Taiwan Studies as a discipline: I have the 
pleasure of working with graphic novels as 
research material, and marriage migration is the 
field in which many colleagues specialize. 
Therefore, I hope this article presenting a less 
conventional perspective will also be a source of 
academic inspiration. 

 

Adina Zemanek works as Lecturer in Asia Pacific Studies at the University of Central Lancashire. She is also 
an EATS Board member, 2016–2020. 
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Taiwan Studies in Turkey 

Ali Merthan Dündar 
 

 

Relations between Turkey and Taiwan have 
always been cordial. Trade missions established 
by both sides have been working hard to 
increase the amount of trade and to improve 
bilateral relations. In addition, cooperation on 
cultural topics and mutual promotion of the two 
countries has been ongoing. Education has been 
another important topic when it comes to 
cooperation. Thanks to exchange agreements, 
many students and scholars have been studying 
and doing research in both Taiwan and Turkey.  
 
Furthermore, both countries have been 
supportive of each other in the aftermath of 
natural disasters. While tourism has been an 
important part of getting people from Taiwan 
and Turkey together, in recent years joint 
culture and arts projects have become more 
numerous as well. One of the best examples of 
this increasing cooperation can be seen in 
television shows. Today, one of the best known 
figures is the Turkish-Taiwanese standup 
comedian Uğur Rıfat KARLOVA, who also 
happens to be a former student of mine.  
 
Also, when it comes to historiography, Taiwan’s 
school of history has been influential in general 
Turkish Pre-Islamic historiography. Academic 
studies performed with Hun, Turkish Khanate 
(Göktürk) and Uighur sources were introduced 
to Turkish academia mostly by Taiwan and 
Taiwanese historians. Many Taiwanese 

historians have studied under the guidance of 
the late Prof. Dr. Bahaeddin ÖGEL of Ankara 
University or with the Istanbul University school, 
producing numerous academic studies on Pre-
Islamic Turkish History using Chinese sources. 
Upon return to their respective universities, 
these Taiwanese historians have supported 
Turkish researchers and helped the education of 
leading Turkish historians and Sinologists. 
 
Despite all these positive developments, 
extensive research in the field of Taiwan studies 
has not been undertaken in Turkey as yet. In 
order to fill in this gap, the signing of an 
agreement between the Taipei Economy and 
Cultural Mission in Ankara and Ankara 
University was followed on April 3rd 2018 by an 
international symposium entitled Taiwan Studies 
in Turkey I (History, Economy and International 
Relations), attended by many academics who 
introduced their studies. This academic 
gathering took place thanks to contributions 
from both collaborating institutions.  
 
The conference had participants from several 
fields and included many topics, from economy 
and agriculture to politics and military issues. Mr 
Yaser Thai-Hsiang CHENG, Taiwan’s 
Representative for Turkey, contributed with “Is 
Taiwan a Small Country?”, which discussed the 
economic prospects of Taiwan and the 
connection between Turkey and Taiwan. Former 
Turkish Ambassador to Taiwan Muzzaffer 
ERÖKTEM shared observations made during his 
stay in Taiwan, in a talk titled “Taiwan 
Observations”. Taiwanese architect Chen Yu 
CHIUE shared his insights on new-age 
pragmatist architecture focused on disaster 
recovery in a speech titled “Radical Pragmatism: 
Taiwanese Architect HSUEH Ying-Chun and 
Atelier-3’s Disaster Aftermath Reconstruction 
Projects”. Researcher Dr. Mehmet Fazıl ÖZKUL, 
from Başkent University, discussed Taiwan’s 
economic development and the reasons for the 
success of Taiwan’s economy following World 
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War II, in a presentation titled “Taiwan’s 
Economy from the Second World War to Today”. 
Another researcher from Başkent University, Dr. 
Haluk KARADAĞ, explained the situation 
surrounding the recognition of Taiwan in his 
speech titled “The United Nations and the 
Problem of Recognising Taiwan”. Prof. Dr. 
Abdürreşit Celil KARLUK from Gazi University 
explained the changes in Taiwan’s ethno-
demographic structure throughout history, and 
Keng-Sheng CHOU talked about volunteerism in 
Taiwan in talks titled, respectively, “Ethno-
Demographics in Taiwan” and “Volunteerism in 
Taiwan”.  
 
Topics ranging from history to the cultural 
treasures of Taiwan continued with Kadir Has 
University Researcher K. Ali AKKEMIK’s 
presentation “From China to Taiwan: the 
Kuomintang’s Lasting Economic Ideology”. Li-
juan FANG from Taiwan National Palace Museum 
gave a presentation on “The World’s Great 
Treasury: Taiwan National Palace Museum”. Prof. 
Dr. Seriye SEZEN, an expert on post-Mao era 
Chinese politics, explained Taiwan’s 
administrative structure in a talk titled “Taiwan’s 
Administrative System and Development 
Projects”. The next two topics concerned 
international relations in East Asia and Taiwan’s 
foreign policy. Prof. Dr. Kamer KASIM from 
Abant İzzet Baysal University talked about US-
Taiwan relations and the future of South East 
Asia’s geopolitics in a presentation titled 
“Taiwan-US Relations and Their Effect on South 
East Asia’s Security”. Prof. Dr. Faruk YALVAÇ 
from Middle East Technical University shared his 
insights into Chinese-Taiwan relations and the 
fight for primacy in the Far East in a talk titled 
“Taiwan and the Struggle for Domination in the 
Far East”. Prof. Dr. Oğuz Can TURGAY of Ankara 

University talked about sustainable and 
smallholding farms in Taiwan in a presentation 
titled “Agriculture in Taiwan”. Finally, Chienyu 
SHIH gave a presentation on the history of 
democracy in Taiwan titled “Defining Taiwan: 
De-Colonization and Democratization”. 
 
In addition to the Taiwan Studies in Turkey I 
conference, the Asia-Pacific Research Centre at 
Ankara University organized two other major 
events regarding Taiwan. The first of these 
events was the Turkey-Taiwan Health Symposium: 
Translation of Cells, Nanomaterials and Signaling 
Molecules into Regenerative Medicine, with the 
collaboration of the Taiwan Studies Project, the 
Ministry of Science and Technology, Taiwan 
National Health Research Institute, Hacettepe 
University and BMT Calsis. This symposium 
brought together several experts in the field of 
medicine, both from Turkey and Taiwan. The 
second of these events was Taiwan Day: Give a 
Hand and Work with Refugees in Turkey which 
was hosted by Bilkent University Department of 
Architecture and was sponsored by Taipei 
Economic and Cultural Mission in Ankara. 
Collaboration partners included the Taiwanese 
Ministry of Education, the Taiwan Studies Project, 
and the Taiwanese Ministry of Culture. 
 
With three important events behind us, the next 
event planned is Taiwan Studies in Turkey II, 
which will have a similar format to the first event 
and will further the cooperation between Turkish 
and Taiwanese academics in the autumn of 2019. 
The topics selected for Taiwan Studies in Turkey 
II are as follows: “An Analysis of Taiwanese 
Countryside Literature”, “Taiwan’s Southward 
Policy”, “Nationalist China and the Problem of 
Representation in the UN (1960-1970)”, 
“International NGOs in Turkey and Syrian 
Refugees: The “Tzu Chi” Foundation as a Case 
Study”, “Changes in Taiwanese Familial 
Structures: Import Brides”, “The Role of United 
States-Taiwan Cooperation in East Asia Security”, 
“The Donging Kingdom in Taiwan”, “The Last 
Philosopher: Shi Zuocheng of Taiwan and His 
Works”, “Chinese-American Rivalry in Taiwan”,  
“National Security in Taiwan”, “Taiwan 92-93: 
Memories of the Tropic of Cancer”, “Malaysia-
Taiwan Relations During the Cold War Era: 
Perceptions, Effects and Applications”, “The 
Taiwanese Defense Industry: Industry 
Development Strategy”, “Sun Yat Sen’s 3-People 
Principle and How it Shaped the Xinhai 
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Revolution”, “Taiwan in the Eyes of a 
Professional Tour Guide: Memories, 
Observations and Recommendations”, 
“An Analysis of Indonesia-Taiwan 
Relations”, and “The Economic 
Development of Taiwan”. 
 
(English translation by Orçun KOÇAK) 
  

A. Merthan DÜNDAR works as 
Director of the Ankara University Asia-
Pacific Research Centre and Professor 
at the Department of Japanese 
Language and Literature within the 
Faculty of Languages, History and 
Geography. His major research 
interests are Turkish-Japanese 
Relations, Japanese History, Japanese 
Imperialism and East-Asia. 

 
 

 
 

Storm, Carsten (2018). Ed.  Connecting Taiwan. Participation - 
Integration - Impacts.London: Routledge (9781138576773) 

In this book an international team of scholars presents cases studies and 
theoretical debates emphasising agency in coping with the effects of 
globalisation. In so doing, they contest the image of Taiwan’s marginalization 
and seek to understand it in terms of its connectedness, whether globally, 
regionally or trans-nationally. Taking a multi-disciplinary, comparative 
approach, it covers themes such as markets and trading, diplomacy and nation-
branding, collective action, media, film and literature, and religious mission. It 
thus combines perspectives from several disciplines including media studies, 
sociology, political science, and studies in religion. 

 
 
Sullivan, Jonathan and Chun-Yi Lee (2018). eds. A New Era in 
Democratic Taiwan. Trajectories and Turning Points in 
Politics and cross-Strait Relations (9781138062429) 
 
In January 2016, Taiwan’s former authoritarian ruler, the KMT, the 
Nationalist Party of China, lost control of both the presidency and the 
legislature. Having led the democratization process in Taiwan during the 
1980s, it maintained a winning coalition among big business, the public 
sector, green-collar workers and local factions. Until now. 

A New Era in Democratic Taiwan identifies past, present and future 
trajectories in party politics and state-society relations in Taiwan. 
Providing a comprehensive examination of public opinion data, it sheds 
light on significant changes in the composition of political attitudes among 
the electorate. Through theoretical and empirical analyses, this book also 
demonstrates the emergence of a ‘new’ Taiwanese identity during the 
transition to democracy and shows how a diffusion of interests in society 
has led to an opening for niche political organizations. The result, it 
argues, is a long-term challenge to the ruling parties. 

As the first book to evaluate Taiwan’s domestic and international 
circumstances after Tsai’s election in 2016, this book will be useful for 
students and scholars of Taiwan Studies and cross-Strait relations, as well 
as Asian politics more generally. 
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EATS YOUNG SCHOLAR 
AWARD  

Awardee Profiles 

Biography 

At the age of five, I began to learn how to play the piano, flute and guitar 
(both electric and acoustic). I later entered classical music education at 
Fu Jen Catholic University in New Taipei City. In 2011, I expanded my 
studies to include composition, particularly the skills and theories 
related to film music, at the University of Bristol, where I am currently a 
Ph.D. candidate. I am developing my academic and practical career at 
the same time, and believe the two areas should be respected equally. 
In academia, I wish to introduce film music theories to Taiwan while 
promoting Taiwanese culture to the world, through both music 
production and academic writing and lectures about film and music. In 
academia, I have been writing articles about music in current Taiwanese 
films and have taught film music theory in Ming Chuan University in 
Taoyuan for three terms as a part-time lecturer. As a practitioner in the 
music industry, I have been a musician, composer and producer for more 
than 10 years, and have been nominated for the 29th Traditional Art 
Golden Melody Award (in 2018) and the 30th Golden Melody Award (in 
2019). 

Research to Date 

Academically speaking, I specialise in the subject of music and film in 
Taiwanese cinema. I focus on the musicological and the socio-cultural 
presentation of music in Taiwanese film through the lens of glocalisation, 
which has been a remarkable presence in the music of recent films. In 
2014, I was invited to talk about my paper “Music and Postcolonialism in 
'City of Sadness'” in a conference held by the music department of Fu Jen 
Catholic University. After focusing on music in TNC (Taiwan New 
Cinema), I then looked at music in post-TNC films (Taiwanese films after 
the year of 2008), observing the phenomenal transition from the pseudo-
globalisation of the early post-war period (late 1950s to 1970s), through 
the localisation and the presentation of postcoloniality in TNC from 1980 
to the early 2000s, to the co-presence of locality and globality in current 
films. I also specialise in analysing film music, prompted by my 
experience working in the music industry. Therefore, my articles tend to 
analyse both the historical and cultural presentation of music and include 
my experience from a professional point of view. For example, the 
typical cliché of music-writing/composition often adopted in Taiwanese 
pop songs may need time to be discovered and highlighted as a trend. 
However, composers who work in this field (like myself) already possess 
this knowledge. For this reason, it may be easier for me to classify and 
demonstrate what is “Taiwan sound” with examples and incidents 
adopted in the actual productions. 

 

Jade Chang 

First Prize 
PhD candidate, 
University of Bristol 
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EATS YSA Research Project 

My research focuses on the music of Taiwanese cinema using film music theory developed in western 
countries and then spread to rest of the world. Although the field of film music has expanded in recent decades, 
there are still few academic articles focusing on the subject of film music in Taiwanese cinema. Until now, I 
have written an article about the postcolonial presentation of music in a TNC film City of Sadness, and was 
invited to give a talk about it in a conference held by Fu Jen Catholic University in 2014, as mentioned before. 
For my PhD dissertation, I expanded my research field to include post-TNC films, stressing their development 
from, and comparison with, earlier films. This could be regarded as one of the first overviews of film music in 
Taiwan cinema. In the following years, I will focus on revising my dissertation, and on writing articles in this 
field, possibly comparing Taiwanese films with those from Hollywood and other world cinemas.  

Future Academic and Professional Plans 

I aim at bridging the gap between academic studies in Taiwan and the rest of the world, so as to narrow the 
gap between the academic and the practical world of music production, listening and performance. Therefore, 
the first priority for my academic career will involve passing on my knowledge by teaching film music theory 
at university or in related institutions. My practical plans for the following months of this year are related to 
investment in and collaboration with a music production company based in Taiwan (Know How Production). 
We aim to run several projects showcasing the beauty of Taiwanese culture through the agency of music 
production, and integrating traditional music from Taiwan with music traditions from around the world. 

Acknowledgements 

I would like to thank my supervisor Guido Heldt. He has been patient and supportive, both practically and 
emotionally, during my studies and during the development of my academic career, from my Masters 
degree to my PhD. He is not only my PhD supervisor but has also inspired and encouraged me to learn more 
about music theory, and to focus my research on Taiwanese film music. My parents, Chi-Ming Chang and 
Meng-Jui Chiang have been the greatest supporters. They encourage me all the time to achieve my dream 
of promoting Taiwanese music and culture to the world. Writing music and writing articles about music 
would never have been possible without their support, from my childhood until today. Finally, I would like 
to thank EATS for providing this platform for scholars to discuss Taiwan-related studies every year. Thanks 
to your support, I may achieve my dream one day.  
 
 
 

Cheng, Isabelle and Lara Momesso (2019) eds., Rethinking 
Transnationalism in the Global World: Contested State, Society, Border, 
and the People in between 
 
Seeing migration to and from Taiwan as an illustrating example for the growing 
transnational movement across state borders, this special section examines 
marriage migration from China and Southeast Asia to Taiwan and Taiwanese 
expat community in China. This project offers fresh theoretical and empirical 
insights to the growing transnational bonds formed across or within borders by 
men and women of varied ethnicities who defy the rigidity of citizenship regimes 
and negotiate with the on-going pressure to integrate into mainstream society. 
This project highlights that this expanding physical and symbolic transnational 
space is reined in by the intent of the host state to regulate the transgression of 
labour, capital, culture, identity, intimacy and consumption. Such entanglement 
manifests the penetration of the highly regulated borders by globalisation. 
Moreover, it also testifies the endurance of sovereignty, the interference of 
partisan politics, the politicisation of intimacy, the aspiration to autonomy and 
solidarity, the innovation for self-representation, and the desire of friendship and 
solidarity. 
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Biography 

I received my PhD in 2018 from the History of Art, Department of 
History, School of Humanities, University of Reading under the 
supervision of Dr Paul Davies. My major research areas include Asian 
Studies, Taiwan Studies, Area Studies, Urban Studies, Architecture 
and Culture, and Cultural Heritage. 

Research to Date:  

From the nineteenth to the twentieth century, South East Asia was 
modernised in large part through global trade and colonisation. It 
was this process of modernisation that was at the heart of my doctoral 
dissertation, entitled Representing Japanese Taipei: studies in urban 
development and architectural style (1895-1930), which focused on 
the modernisation of architecture in Taiwan, during the period of 
Japanese colonisation (1895-1945). It considered the houses built in 
Taipei by and for the Japanese and those of the indigenous Han 
Chinese population, focusing on how and why shop design in Taipei 
changed in the period between 1900 and 1930, what styles and were 
adopted by their designers, and what meanings and associations 
these styles had for their audiences. The sources of inspiration for 
these buildings can be traced back in large measure to the influence, 
direct or indirect, of British architects such as Josiah Conder, known 
as the ‘father’ of modern Japanese architecture. 

In 2018, I co-wrote with Dr Niki Alsford (Reader in Asia Pacific Studies 
at the School of Language & Global Studies and Director of the 
Northern Institute of Taiwan Studies at UCLan) a paper, “A House on 
Dihua Street: Its History and Occupants”. This paper sets out to 
explore a surviving nineteenth-century shophouse on Dihua Street in 
Dadaocheng in Taipei City. In studying this house, this paper 
explores the extent to which house design in the nineteenth century 
was affected by social and political change and influenced by 
migration. It is an honour that this paper was also selected to be 
presented at the 2019 EATS conference. In 2017, I was invited as a 
guest speaker to present a paper at the Centre of Taiwan Studies, the 
School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), University of London. 
During my PhD studies, I also presented several papers to students 
for the academic seminars at the University of Reading. For instance, 
In 2016, “New Taipei: The Celebration Album on the Urban 
Redevelopment of Taipei”; in 2015, “Tai Pans: A Board of 
Architectural Images: The Merchant and his House”;  in 2014, 
“Mapping Colonial Trends: The Business End of Taiwanese 
Architecture”; in 2013, “Colonial Influences in the East: Taiwanese 
Cultural Mediations from Japan, Britain, Rome and beyond”; in 2013, 
“Second Thoughts about Taiwanese Architecture: Taipei Story 
House”; in 2013, “First Thoughts: An Introduction to Taiwanese 
Architecture”. 

 

Ya-Ting Fan 

Third Prize 
 

Visiting Assistant Professor 

Department of Architecture 
Art Conservation 

National Taiwan University of 
Arts, New Taipei City 
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EATS YSA Research Project:  

In the research paper I presented for the 2019 EATS YSA, I discussed a work entitled “Commemoration 
Album of the Redevelopment of Taipei Urban Area”, published in 1915 by the Japanese colonists after 
the serious flooding in 1911 in Taipei. This paper is based on one chapter of my PhD dissertation to 
answer my research question: How and why did shophouse design in Taipei change during the period 
of Japanese colonisation? Therefore, this paper analyses the contents of the album and its structure to 
understand why the album was produced, and how it promoted the Japanese colonial government. The 
album was used to promote the Japanese colonial government by only including the portraits of the key 
Japanese contributors to the redevelopment of Taipei urban area, excluding the Taiwanese. Furthermore, 
the photos of the new build shophouses were arranged in the album according to the importance of the 
house owners. Moreover, the photo of the new build Taipei Prefecture Hall was placed at the end of the 
album to symbolise how this new political power was tremendously affecting the city’s transformation. 
The album was published in 1915, the result showing that it was a very important year for Japanese 
colonists. The album was produced as a sort of ‘present’ for Emperor Taisho to mark the beginning of his 
reign (the official Shinto coronation ceremony took place in 1915), and also to contribute to the image of 
the empire as an emerging world power during World War I (1914-1918). After receiving thought-
provoking questions and helpful suggestions, I will continue working on this paper. 

Future Academic/Professional Plans:  

I have several ongoing research projects, as follows: 1. Principal Investigator: The colonial architectural 
styles between Taipei and Seoul under the Japanese colonisation. 2. Principal Investigator: Art, industry 
and global advertising: Huntley & Palmers and their posters for the Chinese Market. 3. Co-Investigator: 
A proposal to research the Japanese colonial architect Nomura Ichirou, his life and his architecture in 
Taiwan and Seoul. Currently, I am writing a book proposal, based on my PhD dissertation, to submit for 
publication. Moreover, the paper that Dr Niki Alsford and I presented in the 2019 EATS has received 
useful feedback from the audience. Therefore, we intend to complete this research project and to submit 
it to international journals. 

Acknowledgements:  

First of all, I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to the EATS Board for granting me the Young 
Scholar Award and to show my appreciation for all of the hard work and dedication provided by the EATS 
Board and Nottingham Trent University in organising and hosting the 2019 EATS conference. This is my 
first year attending the annual conference, it was a rewarding experience to present my paper and meet 
leading scholars in the field of Taiwan Studies. I have received valuable feedback and was inspired by 
the lively discussions during the conference. It is a tremendous honour for me to be part of the community. 
I will continue my journey. I also would like to thank Dr Paul Davies and Dr Niki Alsford for their excellent 
support throughout my studies. 

 

GLOBAL TAIWAN STUDIES ANNOUNCEMENT LISTSERV SERVICE 
 
EATS and NATSA launched a Global Taiwan Studies Announcement Listserv Service that is open for scholars 
around the world to post news related to Taiwan or Taiwan Studies. Please click here for directions on how 
to contribute content for information dissemination. Posting on this Listserv will significantly increase the 
publicity of your events. 
 
 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.na-tsa.org%2Fblog&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHfmhJK9Vi-3ZkbycYbUyltywiDLw
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CALL FOR PAPERS 

Narrating Taiwan: Re-Imagining, Re-Writing, and Re-Connecting Taiwan 
The 17th Annual Conference of the European Association of Taiwan Studies 
Université libre de Bruxelles (ULB), KU Leuven Campus Brussels, Brussels 

6-8 April 2020 
Submission Deadline: 31 August 2019 

Host Institutions 

EASt, centre for East Asian Studies, is a research unit within the Maison des sciences humaines of the Université libre de 
Bruxelles (ULB), Belgium. The key role of EASt is to be a central hub of the ULB to foster Asia-related activities and research 
across the university. EASt offers high quality research on current developments in the East Asian region, and established 
research projects and networks focusing on Asian studies. 

BCCDS, Brussels Center for Chinese Discourse Studies, is a research network, embedded within the research unit BCJS 
(Brussels Center for Journalism Studies) of the Faculty of Arts, KU Leuven (Catholic University of Leuven), Brussels Campus. It 
focuses on the connecting role of discourse between various research disciplines related to China and Taiwan and aims to 
give a forum to a plurality of voices from and about the region. 

Narrating Taiwan: Re-Imagining, Re-Writing, and Re-Connecting Taiwan 

The history of Taiwan has been constructed as a complex narrative, interweaving memories of invasion, occupation, 
(de-)colonization, refuge, and nation-building. Its identity is also at the heart of disagreements and controversies. As Taiwan has 
traditionally been seen as a strategic asset between the two economic powerhouses that are the PRC and the US, Taiwan’s past 
and future remain in debate. During presidential and parliamentary election periods in Taiwan, the issue of national identity is 
especially significant, and will most likely be prominent on the campaign agenda for the 2020 elections, given the changes to 
the status quo in cross-strait relations. 2020 also marks the 20th anniversary of the first change of ruling party, a watershed event 
in Taiwanese history, ushering in a new phase in the democratization of the island. 

From the Dutch colonisation in the 17th century to the present, Taiwan has been the subject of diverse, sometimes conflicting 
narratives from various actors within and outside Taiwan. This hybridity has resulted in a myriad of creative modes of narrating 
Taiwan.  How do intellectuals, writers, poets, artists, and media professionals engage with grand narratives created by China 
and Taiwan’s successive governments? What alternatives have been established? How is Taiwan’s isolation and marginalisation 
being portrayed and challenged from different perspectives? Beyond imagining or inventing the Taiwanese nation, how is 
Taiwan perceived through different modes of narrating the local, the regional and the global? How have narratives on Taiwan 
changed and intersected over the centuries to shape Taiwanese identity? 

We invite contributions from all fields, pertaining to all periods, to analyse the multiple perspectives from which Taiwan’s past, 
present and future have been narrated. To facilitate systematic analysis of the global varieties of forms and practices of narrating 
Taiwan, both in historical depth and in regard to current debates, this conference is intended to include a wide range of topics 
focusing on the ways in which narrative structures our perception of, and gives meaning to, Taiwan. The conference is interested 
in how Taiwan is narrated and generated as a national object by political discourses (how did the government create a public 
interest in narrating Taiwan’s model role as a democracy, for instance), but also by sociocultural practices. It also seeks to 
investigate how Taiwan is imagined and constructed by media, literature, music, theater, performance, film, photography, 
language and art. Other areas of interest include the dynamic processes of knowledge at play: production and circulation in 
travel narratives, stories and self-narratives.  

Submission 

Please use this form for submitting your abstract to info@eats-taiwan.eu (subject: abstract of SURNAME, Given Name) and 
cc adina.zemanek@eats-taiwan.eu by 31 August 2019. After a double-blind review process, EATS will announce the successful 
submissions by 30 November 2019. Accepted postgraduate presenters (PhD and MA students) who are affiliated with 
European institutions, or the 2020 Young Scholar Award finalists, will receive a travel grant of €150. 

EATS welcomes submissions from students currently enrolled in MA programmes. MA panels are not restricted to the theme of 
the conference, although it should be relevant to the broadly defined field of Taiwan Studies. To submit to MA panels, please 
use this form for submitting your abstract to info@eats-taiwan.eu (subject: MA abstract of SURNAME, Given Name) and 
cc adina.zemanek@eats-taiwan.eu by 31 October 2019.  

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fmsh.ulb.ac.be%2Fequipes%2Feast%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE37tH_f0xe3pMnErhyHHNExgt0_A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bccds-workgroup.net&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFprWagbTBPUFejVPtOvbajkwh-0A
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1gGNpVEi7MNeRjSz0QudNXZzadknCSuGW
mailto:info@eats-taiwan.eu
mailto:adina.zemanek@eats-taiwan.eu
mailto:info@eats-taiwan.eu
mailto:adina.zemanek@eats-taiwan.eu
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THE 17TH EATS ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Université libre de Bruxelles (ULB), KU Leuven Campus Brussels 
Introduction to the Host Institutions and Local Organizers 

 
Lutgard Lams, Vanessa Frangville, Coraline Jortay 

 

As local organizers of the next EATS annual 
meeting, we would like to present the research 
environment which has fostered our interest in 
Asia-Pacific Studies. Both groups (EASt and BCCDS) 
have welcomed a range of guest speakers from 
East Asia, including Taiwan, and organized 
scholarly events in the areas of culture, 
anthropology, and political discourse in and about 
the region. To follow the chronological order of 
establishment, we will first sketch the historical 
background of the earliest established workgroup, 
BCCDS in Brussels – the capital of the Kingdom of 
Belgium and that of the European Union. Next, we 
will introduce the development and current 
research activities of the younger center, EASt.  

 

THE BRUSSELS CENTER FOR CHINESE DISCOURSE 
STUDIES (BCCDS) 

Given the diversity of international perspectives 
on China/Taiwan and the complexity of the 
region’s own narratives of its historical, social, 
economic and political environment, the research 
group BCCDS was established in 2010 to provide 
an inclusive forum to this plurality of voices. With 
its kick-off event, the International Contact Forum, 
organized at the Royal Flemish Academy (KVAB) in 
2010, BCCDS started involving Belgian and 
international academics to develop a forum for 
sharing expertise on Chinese/Taiwanese 
discourse studies.  

 

Discourse: A Novel Approach to China/Taiwan 
Studies in Belgium 

While in the early 2000s, the academic research 
interests in Belgium remained largely devoted to 
the classical Chinese language, literature, religion 
and philosophy studies on the one hand and 
explorations of the new business environment and 
entrepreneurship culture in China and its 
neighboring region during the ‘rise of China’ on 
the other hand, discourses about contemporary 
issues, such as Cross-Strait relations, Taiwan’s 
domestic politics and foreign relations, and the 
sociopolitical situation in Hong Kong were hardly 
developed. Yet, research on the importance of 
ideology in discursive processes within and about 
the Chinese region to the Belgian and global 
Chinese Studies communities was carried out at the 
Department of Linguistics, KU Leuven. A pioneer 
study, in which Lutgard Lams examined the 
ideological undertones in the Taiwanese and 
Chinese English-language media coverage of the 
Hong Kong handover, lay bare the power of 
discourse as a social practice with political 
implications. 

Further in-depth studies followed, adopting a 
pragmatics approach to understanding the 
ideological role of language in generating political 
meaning, both in official discourse and in partisan 
media narratives. A discourse-analytical approach 
to analyzing text and talk necessitates a thorough 
grasp of the historical and political background to 
the discourses under investigation. This was the 
rationale behind Lutgard’s initiative to launch an 
interdisciplinary workgroup of scholars interested 
in China and Taiwan research with discourse as the 
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powerful common ground in trying to understand 
economic, sociological, legal and political 
processes.        

Institutionalization of the Discursive Approach 
to China/Taiwan Studies 

After the successful organization of a pilot event in 
February 2010 with a lecture on “Discourses on the 
Cross-Strait Rapprochement”, the core team, 
Lutgard Lams (Faculty of Arts) and Frank Gotzen 
(Law Faculty) embedded the workgroup within the 
Faculty of Arts and the Law Faculty at the KU Leuven 
Campus Brussels, where both disciplines of 
communication and law studies have a 
longstanding history. In November 2010, a first 
International Contact Forum was organized at the 
Royal Flemish Academy (KVAB), in which the role 
of discourse was examined in the fields of political 
communication, intercultural communication, law 
(IPR) and human rights.  

Since 2010 the workgroup has, on an annual basis, 
invited guest speakers across the political 
spectrum in Taiwan and China to share their views 
on the dynamic role of official and media discourse 
in shaping contemporary public opinion. Topics in 
the economic, social, legal, cultural and political 
realms have ranged from discourses on the Cross-
Strait economic rapprochement to the politics of 
religion (the post-1945 Taiwanization of Buddhism), 
changing Asian values, legal reform in China, and 
Taiwanese presidential campaign discourses.  

In 2011, Lutgard Lams 
conducted a study on the 
ECFA discourses in 
collaboration with 
colleagues at the National 
Sun Yat-sen University, 
supported by the first 
edition of the Taiwan 
Fellowship. She returned 
to Taiwan in 2016 to 
analyze the Taiwan 
presidential election 
campaign discourses.  

Issues of language and 
politics in Taiwan are the 
central topic of Lutgard’s talks and lectures in 
Taiwan and Europe. She is also a regular 
moderator in Taiwan-related events at Brussels 
institutions, such as the European Institute of Asian 
Studies or the Press Club Brussels, and 
occasionally participates in policy advisory 
sessions at the European Parliament.   

Contacts between researchers at Taiwanese 
universities and BCCDS facilitated the 
establishment of joint PhD degrees between the 
NSYSU Graduate Institute of Political Science and 
the KU Leuven Institute of Media Studies. Some of 
Lutgard’s Master of Journalism students have 
selected Taiwan for their international exchange 
experience within the extended master program. 

Outreach of the Discursive Approach to 
China/Taiwan Studies 

Over the years, international researchers with 
expertise in Chinese language and discourse have 
joined the BCCDS team and Ph.D. students have 
enriched the group with their research projects. 
Since Frank Gotzen retired from his active teaching 
position, the interdisciplinary nature of BCCDS has 
been situated in the fields of media and political 
communication, regional studies (China/Taiwan), 
and linguistics.  

It is with great pleasure that BCCDS saw the 
establishment of a new research center at the 
Université Libre de Bruxelles in 2016. EASt joined 
forces to strengthening Belgian scholarly interest 
in the East Pacific, not in the least in Taiwanese 
culture and literature, bringing in a strong 
anthropological expertise. The complementarity of 
the BCCDS and EASt research interests has led to a 
fine collaboration in organizing the EATS 2020 
conference, with a great potential for cross-
fertilization.  

 

EAST (EAST ASIAN STUDIES) 

Taiwanese studies are a 
dynamic and expanding 
area supported by the 
Université libre de 
Bruxelles (ULB), whose 
development has been 
spearheaded since 2016 
by EASt, a newly-founded 
transdisciplinary research 
platform on North and 
South East Asia hosted by 
the ULB’s Maison des 
Sciences Humaines.  

With nearly 50 scholars across departments and 
faculties and headed by Professor Vanessa 
Frangville, EASt’s research agenda centers around 
four main areas: 1) youth, values and social norms; 
2) production and use of public spaces; 3) 
circulation of knowledge; 4) gender, family and 
migration. Its geographic scope covers Japan, 



14 

 

China, Laos, Vietnam and the Philippines, but also 
encompasses booming studies on Korea, Mongolia, 
Thailand and - of course - Taiwan. 

Empowering Voices from Younger Scholars and 
Growing Students’ Interest in Taiwan 

Right from its very first year of activity, EASt hosted 
the Fourth Francophone Young Scholar Workshop 
on Taiwan in March 2016, organized under the 
auspices of the Association Francophone d’Etudes 
Taiwanaises (AFET). Furthermore, the ULB has 
been actively seeking to strenghten partnerships 
with Taiwanese universities: MoUs have been 
signed with National Taiwan Normal University 
(NTNU) and National Central University (NCU).  

A series of lectures focusing on Taiwanese 
performing arts, literature, and history have been 
held on an annual basis since 2015. Colleagues 
from Taiwanese universities have been invited to 
give MA seminars on topics as varied as Chinese 
opera (Hsu Lingling, NCU) or Taiwanese 
geopolitics (Chang Tai-lin, NCCU). Two members 
of EASt, Raphaël Van Daele and Coraline Jortay, 
were awarded the Taiwan Fellowship (2017, 2018) 
and benefited from the outstanding research 
environment of the National Central Library. The 
development of scholarly and teaching-oriented 
activities dedicated to Taiwan and the deepening 
of EASt’ s relationship with Taiwan scholars have 
resulted in an increase of exchange student 
programs and MA theses in literature, 
communication, and political sciences devoted to 
topics central to contemporary Taiwanese society: 
gender in contemporary politics or LGBTQ+ 
culture and literature. 

Expanding Taiwan Studies’ Outreach at the 
Heart of Europe 

With the support of the Taiwanese Ministry of 
Culture and the Taipei Representative Office in the 
EU and Belgium, EASt has also launched the “New 
Voices From Taiwan” project in autum 2018, 
initiated by Gwennaël Gaffric during his EASt 
postdoctoral fellowship. This series of events 
related to Taiwan’ s contemporary society and 
culture was aimed at a wider Belgian audience yet 
to familiarize itself with Taiwan. It included a 
screening of the 2017 film The Great Buddha+ by 
Huang Hsin-Yao, a focus on new migrations and 
new migrants’ voices by invited scholar Lara 
Momesso (University of Central Lancashire), and a 
roundtable on migration marriage between 
Vietnamese and Taiwanese partners with French 
graphic novelist Clément Baloup, Asuncion 
Fresnoza-Flot, Senior researcher in anthropology 
and specialist of marriage migration in Asia, and 

Fabrice Preyat, Professor in French literature and 
specialist in comics and graphic novels at the ULB. 

Spotlight on Taiwanese Literature and 
Translation 

A core focus of EASt’s Taiwan-related activities has 
been contemporary Taiwanese literature. Over the 
past few years, many writers have been invited to 
Belgium to join roundtables, literary festivals and 
book launches. Huang Chong-Kai and Kao Yi-feng 
were invited to present the French translation of 
their novels Further Than Pluto and The War on 
Bubbles (Encore plus loin que Pluton, trans. L. 
Modde, Asiathèque, 2018 and La Guerre des bulles, 
trans. G. Gaffric, Mirobole, 2017) and gave a series 
of lecture in Brussels and Ghent. Atayal writer and 
poet Walis Nokan was also invited for the launch of 
his collection of short texts The Trails of Dreams 
(Les sentiers des rêves, L’Asiathèque, 2018). 
Together with his translator, Coraline Jortay, and 
Gwennaël Gaffric (both EASt members), Walis 
Nokan participated in the literary festival Escales 
des Lettres, and in the Nights of Literature in Paris. 
Beyond literature, academic book launches were 
also included in EASt’s research activities, with a 
book launch in 2017 to promote The Routledge 
Hanbook of Contemporary Taiwan. 

 

Both the ULB and its centre on East Asia, EASt, 
and the BCCDS are very much looking forward 
to holding the 17th annual conference of the 
European Association of Taiwan Studies 
“Narrating Taiwan: Re-Imagining, Re-Writing, 
and Re-Connecting Taiwan” in Brussels next 
year. 
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STUDENT WORKSHOP 
SOCIAL MOVEMENTS IN CHINESE SOCIETIES 

21 October - 24 October, the China Studies Seminar at Masaryk University, Czech Republic 

Undergraduate and master students are welcome to attend this event with a particular focus on Social Movements in Taiwan 
and Hong Kong. Please register via e-mail: magdalena.maslakova@gmail.com. 
 
PRESENTERS: 
Liang Chia-Yu University of Sussex (PhD candidate) 
Lai Tsz Him Drew University (Ph.D. student) 
Calida Chu University of Edinburgh (PhD candidate) 

Shih Fang-long London School of Economics  
Leon Nelson Kunz SOAS (PhD candidate) 

  
PROGRAM: 
Day 1– Monday 21st of Oct 2019 

 
Day 2– Tuesday 22nd of Oct 2019 

 
Day 3– Wednesday 23th of Oct 2019 

 
Day 4– Thursday 24th of Oct 2019 

Time Topic Speaker 
10.00 - 11.40 30-Year Roads to Democracy in Taiwan, Hong Kong and China Shih Fang-long  

  
12.00 - 14:00  Lunch   

 

14.00 - 15.40 Social Media and Social Movement in Hong Kong, Taiwan, and 
Mainland China 

Calida Chu 

15.40 - 16.00  Coffee Break 
 

16.00 - 17.40 Student’s projects presentations: group I 
 

18.00 Film Screening 
 

Time Topic Speaker 
08.00 - 09.40 2014 Occupy Taipei: Sunflower Student Movement (太陽花學運) 

and Large Intestine Flower Forum (大腸花論壇) 
Shih Fang-long  
  

9.40 - 10.00  Coffee Break   
10.00 - 11.40 Sunflower Movement in the Democratization of Taiwan Liang Chia-Yu 

12.00 - 14:00  Lunch   
 

14.00 - 15.40 Does deliberative democracy matter? The experience of social 
movements in Taiwan and Hong Kong 

Leon Kunz 

15.40 - 16.00  Coffee Break 
 

16.00 - 17.40 Student’s projects presentations: group II 
 

Time Topic Speaker 
08.00 - 09.40 The Politics of the Return of Tianxia (天下, All-under-Heaven) 

and its influence on the social movements 
Liang Chia-Yu 

10.00 - 11.40 Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Civil Rights Movement Lai Tsz Him 
 

12.00 - 14.00 Lunch   
14.00 - 15.40 Social Movement and Public Theology in Hong Kong and 

Mainland China 
Calida Chu 
  

15.40 - 16.00 Coffee Break   
16.00-17.40 Student’s projects presentations: group III 

 

Time Topic Speaker 
08.00 - 09.40 Does deliberative democracy matter? The experience of social 

movements in Taiwan and Hong Kong 
  

Leon Kunz 
  

10.00 - 11.40 The Use of Martin Luther King, Jr. in Hong Kong Protests Lai Tsz Him 
  

12.00 -14.00 Lunch   
14.00-15.40 Student’s projects presentations: group IV 

 

15.40 Closing Remarks 
 

mailto:magdalena.maslakova@gmail.com
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TAIWAN STUDIES SCHOLAR PROFILE 
Beyond the Road of Being an Anthropologist  

and an Ethnographic Filmmaker 
 

Futuru C.L. Tsai 
 
I worked in a semiconductor factory for four years 
after retiring from my military service in 1999. In 
2003, I decided to quit my job as a training 
manager to start a Ph.D. program at the Institute of 
Anthropology in National Tsing Hua Unversity 
(NTHU) in Taiwan. I did not have any training 
background in anthropology before my Ph.D. 
program, but I did have many different life 
experiences, which were a foundation for me to 
study anthropology. For instance, I had temporary 
worker’s jobs for over ten years and held a white-
collar position for a high-tech company for four 
years. During my Ph.D. program at NTHU, I took a 
course called Visual Anthropology which opened 
up my mind and imagination to representing 
anthropology through ethnographic filmmaking. 
Since then, most of my works have always included 
a least one written paper or book alongside each 
ethnographic documentary. 

The reason I quit my well-paid job at the 
semiconductor company is because not only was 
the job quite boring, with a homogeneous lifestyle, 
but also because I wanted to explore more 
possibilities in my life. Living in Taitung especially 
appealed to me. It seemed a perfect choice 
because I had been returning to that city to 
participate in the A’tolan Amis people’s age group 
organizations since 1994, when I first visited 
A’tolan. It was the first time I learned about the 
different lifestyles of Taiwan’s indigenous people. 
I was so impressed with the A’tolan ‘Amis people’s 
way of life, especially because their discipline, 
ethics and morals are so totally different from the 
small Hakka community where I grew up. 
Therefore, I took anthropology as my Ph.D. major 
as a way of exploring my own lifestyle. After that, 
many people would bother me with questions 
about why I had to quit my job to study 
anthropology. To reply to those questions, I wrote 
a book: The Anthropologist Growing from among a 
Rock Pile ( 石 堆 中 發 芽 的 人 類 學 家 ; Taipei: 
Yushanshe, 2009). 

During my PhD training, I found that some essays 
or books on anthropology were difficult to 
comprehend. I think that, being an anthropologist, 
one of the major tasks is to encourage 

understanding between different cultures. 
Therefore, I don’t think it is a good idea to 
communicate with different cultures and different 
societies using abstract articles or books. In the 
Visual Anthropology course at NTHU, I learnt that 
filmmaking is an alternative, and powerfully 
evocative, way of representing social and cultural 
realities. Since then, I have been throwing myself 
into ethnographic filmmaking. 

It took seven years to finish my PhD. I was then very 
lucky to be accepted as a full-time assistant 
professor at National Taitung University (NTTU), 
the only university in Taitung, right after my 
graduation. My dissertation was entitled Playing 
Modernity: Play as a Path across Space and Time 
Among the A’tolan ‘Amis in Taiwan, focusing on the 
relationships and contexts of rituals, ceremonies, 
performances and histories as an alternative 
version of modernity for the A’tolan ‘Amis people. 
When I started teaching at NTTU, I decided to 
reside in A’tolan. My wife and son also moved 
home in order to live with me. We bought a small 
piece of land and asked my ‘Amis younger brother 
to help build my house.  

“WHAT A WONDERFUL WORLD AND HOW LUCKY I 
AM.” …I thought. 

What happened to me in the following years 
proved that I am, without doubt, a naive 
anthropologist. Life never goes to plan. Sometimes 
I should just let life lead me where it wants to take 
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me. After living in the village for four years, in 2015, 
I was asked by the newly elected headman 
(kakita’an) to be the executive secretary of the 
A’tolan ‘Amis. I would manage their public affairs, 
including overseeing rituals and representing the 
indigenous community in government negotiations. 
This has caused vigorous debates in the 
community. Originally, I was an outsider, 
researching the rituals and performances of the 
A’tolan ‘Amis. Eventually, I became the organizer 
of these rituals and performances. I tried to refuse 
these responsibilities many times but finally could 
refuse no more. This issue tormented me for a long 
time. I even wrote a paper to analyze my dilemma, 
entitled “A Stranger-Executive Secretary? --The 
Politics of Identity in the Case of a Hakka 
Anthropologist Managing the Public Affairs of an 
Indigenous Community in Taiwan” (2017, Taiwan: 
A Radical Quarterly in Social Studies, 108: 65-104).  
In this essay, I wrote:  

“My experience of being a “stranger-executive 
secretary” represents the indigeneity of A’tolan 
‘Amis as being shaped in the interactions between 
the community and the state. Although myself as an 
anthropologist and an informant (being one of the 
elite members of the community) at the same time 
makes it impossible to avoid controversies in the 
community, it provides me with an unusual 
opportunity to explore the complicated ambiguities 
of subjectivity not only in indigeneity but also in 
ethnography”.  

Furthermore, not only had I to deal with dilemmas 
inside the community but I also had to deal with 
external issues. For example, I received an 
invitation from the Australian National University to 
participate in a workshop with “invited indigenous 
scholars and artists from Australia, the Pacific and 
Asia”…to reflect “on how we decolonize 
knowledge, teaching, research and public 
engagement in our respective institutions or 
contexts.” I did not know if the inviter understood 
my complicated situation or if I qualified as an 
indigenous scholar by their definition. Therefore, I 
replied to them as follows: 

“……It is my pleasure to receive your invitation. As 
for your program, it sounds a great idea that you 
want to invite indigenous scholars and artists to 
attend the workshop on ‘Transindigenous and 
transdisciplinary approaches to decolonizing the 
academy”. Actually, I am very interested in joining 
this workshop. However, there is a question I have to 
confirm with you.  

The question is that I'm not sure whether I am 
qualified for your program. I'm not an indigenous 
person as legally defined in Taiwan, but I live in an 
indigenous community, the A'tolan ‘Amis indigenous 
tribal village. I am not only recognized as a tribal 
member in the community but I also work as the 
community’s general secretary. I am in charge of 
public affairs, including rituals. My situation is a bit 
complicated, therefore I'm not sure if I fit your 
definition of an indigenous scholar. It would be my 
honor to attend the workshop if I do fit your program.” 

One month later, I received the formal invitation. I 
think I did fit their qualification as an “indigenous 
scholar”. 

Furthermore, as a scholar teaching in a university, 
doing research is a responsibility. When I decided 
to live in the village, I thought I could develop my 
own research interests freely. However, I was 
being naive again. As an executive secretary and 
the member of the community’s age organization, 
I barely had my own time and space. I devoted 
myself to the community’s public sphere. My 
private sphere was taken up by people of my age 
group. Most of the members of my age group like 
to go free-dive spearfishing and I cannot refuse to 
join them because I would have no friends in the 
community if I did so. Therefore, if I could not pick 
up my own research interests, I would make one 
based on my life. I started researching free-dive 
spearfishing and maritime culture among ‘Amis 
people. Suddenly I found out that no scholar was 
studying these subjects. As always, I try my best to 
both write and film the ethnography at the same 
time. Currently, I’m making an ethnographic film 
on ‘Amis freedive spearfishing entitled Breathing 
Between, representing the sensory perceptions 
and experiences of ‘Amis freedive spearfishing 
men. I hope to finish the film either in 2019 or 2020.
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From a layperson both in anthropology and in 
ethnographic filmmaking, to a sort of 
anthropologist-cum-filmmaker, I am still 
expanding my knowledge and encountering 
different possibilities. I think one of the most 
important roles of an anthologist is that of mediator 
between different societies and cultures. I chose to 
live in the village that I studied before and am still 
researching. Both writing and filming help me a lot 
to communicate about “my community” to the 
outside world. I am still, I think, on the road towards 
being an alternative anthropologist.

 
 
Futuru C.L. Tsai works as Associate Professor at National Taitung University and as member of the 6th 
Board of Directors for the Taiwan Public Television Service Foundation. His ethnographic films include Amis 
Hip Hop (2005), From New Guinea to Taipei (2009), The New Flood (2010), and Wings for Takasago Giyutai 
(2017). 

LAUNCH OF HONG KONG STUDIES ASSOCIATION 

The Hong Kong Studies Association (HKSA) recognises the need for a strengthening of the academic community 
researching on Hong Kong in the United Kingdom and Europe. The HKSA aims at scholars and graduate students working on 
research projects related to Hong Kong and we strive to facilitate opportunities of meeting and exchange of ideas across 
disciplines on a regular basis. 

Out brilliant advisory board includes Professors Robert Bickers (Bristol), Carol Jones (Birmingham), Eva Pils (King’s 
College London) and Tim Pringle (SOAS). 

The Hong Kong Studies Association is non-profit, committed to academic rigor and political neutrality. Since we are 
completely independent with no financial or organisational links to other organisations or institutions, we rely on a group of 
highly motivated and capable volunteers. 

HKSA will be a network which promotes collaborative and interdisciplinary research on Hong Kong in Europe through events 
and conferences. We are planning our inaugural seminar in autumn this year, followed by one or more seminars per 
semester. We hope to complement the excellent work of the Society or Hong Kong Studies by adding the European focus. 

A key part of HKSA will be an exciting blog: Hong Kong Insights on our webpage. Hong Kong Insights is a platform for 
academics to give a short summary of a journal article, book chapter or book they have written, rather than an opinion 
blog. We circulate rigorous and cutting-edge scholarly research in an accessible language for knowledge dissemination and 
impact generation beyond the academia. Given the pressures academics face we are only looking for short (750 word) 
contributions. Please get in touch with Gray if you want to showcase your exciting research. 

Please have a look at our timely blog posts by Professor Ho Ming-sho (National Taiwan University) “The Unsettled 
Legacy of the Umbrella Movement” and Professor Hung Ho Fung (John Hopkins University) “Protestors Evolution and 
Beijing's Constraint“ 

On a side note, we have been building networks and links policy circles in the UK and Europe with Hong Kong Watch. We 
therefore hope to be able to provide channels of impact (NGOs, parliament, and government institutions) for the HKSA 
community members.  

Together with you we would like to develop HKSA into an academic hub with regular seminars and annual conferences. 
Membership is free and if you would like to join and wish to be send information on upcoming events of HKSA please contact 
Gray or Jessica: gray.hksa@gmail.com and  jessica.hksa@gmail.com 

The HKSA convenors: 
Malte Kaeding (Surrey) 
Gray Sergeant (SOAS) 
Heidi Wang-Kaeding (Keele University) 

 

http://oz.nthu.edu.tw/%7Ed929802/amishiphop/
http://oz.nthu.edu.tw/%7Ed929802/amishiphop/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ds89LoFxufQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8gYFYGOeSDg
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hongkongstudiesassociation.co.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cm.kaeding%40surrey.ac.uk%7C635caba1853441ebdf1808d6fe3f2239%7C6b902693107440aa9e21d89446a2ebb5%7C0%7C0%7C636975944457537859&sdata=T0q2PhZ6d11TGgjibfhWGO3wf76AB8m%2FNz8UFaAAaNA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hongkongstudiesassociation.co.uk%2F2019%2F05%2Fintroducing-hong-kong-insight.html&data=02%7C01%7Cm.kaeding%40surrey.ac.uk%7C635caba1853441ebdf1808d6fe3f2239%7C6b902693107440aa9e21d89446a2ebb5%7C0%7C0%7C636975944457547846&sdata=Tf4Cjd8KNpdb689z6HfkMZh4NNekXGShucDOWzXmhjw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hongkongstudiesassociation.co.uk%2F2019%2F05%2Fthe-unsettled-legacy-of-umbrella_21.html&data=02%7C01%7Cm.kaeding%40surrey.ac.uk%7C635caba1853441ebdf1808d6fe3f2239%7C6b902693107440aa9e21d89446a2ebb5%7C0%7C0%7C636975944457547846&sdata=uQnl5AGvQqW1Uihq%2Bfr%2FUmrWeP69uo6RHNEUw0BI5sA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hongkongstudiesassociation.co.uk%2F2019%2F05%2Fthe-unsettled-legacy-of-umbrella_21.html&data=02%7C01%7Cm.kaeding%40surrey.ac.uk%7C635caba1853441ebdf1808d6fe3f2239%7C6b902693107440aa9e21d89446a2ebb5%7C0%7C0%7C636975944457547846&sdata=uQnl5AGvQqW1Uihq%2Bfr%2FUmrWeP69uo6RHNEUw0BI5sA%3D&reserved=0
https://www.hongkongstudiesassociation.co.uk/2019/06/protesters-evolution-and-beijings.html
https://www.hongkongstudiesassociation.co.uk/2019/06/protesters-evolution-and-beijings.html
mailto:gray.hksa@gmail.com
mailto:jessica.hksa@gmail.com
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EATS CONFERENCE 2019 
STUDENT EXPERIENCE REPORTS 

 
 

 
 

This year the students of the Department of Asian studies, University of Ljubljana, were once 
again given the wonderful opportunity to attend the annual EATS conference, thanks to our 
professor Dr Saša Istenič Kotar. Her lectures on various topics from Taiwan studies were exactly 
where I first became more closely acquainted with this country and became interested in its 
unique history, culture and society. Because of this interest, I had already attended the 2016 EATS 
conference held in Prague, which provided me with a deeper insight into this particular 
academic field and left a very positive impression on me. Therefore, I was more than happy to 
attend it again, this time in Nottingham. 

This year's conference turned out to be a fantastic opportunity to expand my knowledge by 
attending diverse, interesting and high-quality presentations by both the field's most acclaimed 
professors and fellow students from around the globe. The fruitful discussions following the 
presentations opened up numerous new points of view for me as well. This exchange was taking 
place in a very welcoming and open environment, where every attendee was given the chance 
to connect and share with the academic community. 

There is no denying that this event will have a long-lasting impact on me, not only for academic 
or networking reasons, but also because it provides to those of us who are still students with 
academic models to follow. I left Nottingham with a strong motivation to continue my studies as 
a Sinologist in the field of Taiwan Studies, and I hope to return for next year's EATS conference 
as well. 

Ruby Knap, Student Audience Member, University of Ljubljana, Slovenia 

It was during the first year of my undergraduate degree course that I became interested in learning more about 
Taiwan after I was given an assignment about the Japanese Empire. I chose to focus on Taiwan and on how issues 
related to colonial history continue to affect Taiwan’s identity and relations with other countries even after the 
Japanese Empire ended. My degree pathway focused more on Korean history. It was interesting to compare Korea 
and Taiwan in my studies in this respect. At the conference, I was able to buy books that I can read over the 
summer in order to further understand Taiwan’s contemporary history and its relations with other states. 

I will graduate this year and would like to continue my studies with an MA course at UCLan. I applied for attending 
the EATS conference as I thought it would help me decide on which path to choose for the MA course. I had never 
been to a conference and thought that it would allow me more insight into other topics I could research in. I 
enjoyed many of the topics discussed at the conference, which covered a wide range of areas from Taiwan’s 
international relations with Tuvalu, Taiwan’s legal status in Italy, and Taiwan’s contemporary history. I felt 
comfortable to speak with and pose questions to presenters after their respective panels, in order to gain further 
information.  

I would recommend to other students to attend the conference as I feel that I have gained a better understanding 
of Taiwan and better insights into different research areas that would be useful to my progression to postgraduate 
level. 

Ellen Kolk, Student Audience Member, University of Central Lancashire, UK 
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I became interested in Taiwan in early 2018, when I was given the opportunity to 
take a module based solely upon Taiwan at UCLan. Prior to this module, I had had 
plenty of opportunities to learn about other areas in Asia and there had always 
been references to Taiwan but no specific details, making me want to learn more. 
Although there are numerous aspects of Taiwan worth paying attention to, I am 
particularly interested in the areas of expected gender roles within society and 
indigenous peoples residing in various areas of Taiwan. When the university 
offered me the chance to attend the conference, I was excited with the prospect of 
meeting many scholars who held a huge wealth of knowledge that I could learn 
from. What I found particularly interesting was that, although there were so many 
avenues of research being explored, these different threads intertwine into a 
larger picture, thus allowing me to make connections between facets of varied 
areas of research. My favourite presentation was Niki Alsford and Ya-ting Fan’s “A 
House on Dihua Street: Its History and Occupants”. I found this project different 
from others in that it focused on the history of one property and the history of its 
inhabitants. From attending the conference, I was able to increase my confidence 
in talking to people I didn’t know, to make friends and learn about their specific 
interests in Taiwan. The conference also led to more clarity as to my plans for a 
post-graduate course, which I would like to develop towards Taiwan Studies. 

Lorren Woodgett, Student Audience Member,  
University of Central Lancashire, UK 

Studying for a degree in Chinese, I always had some awareness of Taiwan and the fact 
that I should probably know more about it than I did. This feeling developed first into 
curiosity and then into a passion through taking Taiwan-related classes at SOAS. I 
began to realise that Taiwan was a legitimate object of study itself, rather than just an 
interesting comparison to make with China. I am broadly interested in social and 
political developments in Taiwan from the lifting of martial law to the present, 
specifically the development of (digital) media systems in Taiwan as well as Taiwan’s 
place in the global media landscape. I attended EATS due to encouragement by the 
Centre for Taiwan studies at SOAS. They suggested I try to present my undergraduate 
thesis at the panel this year and supported me through the process of application. I was 
struck at how international EATS was and how well integrated the research community 
from within Taiwan seemed to the field of Taiwan studies globally. I was also impressed 
with the large number of institutions and disciplines represented at the conference, 
and really gained from its inter-disciplinary nature. It was interesting to see different 
disciplines in conversation over certain key themes, and I left with an increased 
appreciation of cross-disciplinary research. I enjoyed meeting other undergraduate 
and master’s students engaged in Taiwan-focused research. Not only did the 
conference give me valuable connections within the field, it also gave me a greater 
insight into the workings of academia. As an undergraduate student, EATS 2019 was 
the first conference I ever attended.  

 

Sam Robbins, MA Panel Presenter, SOAS University of London, UK 
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THE 2020 TAIWAN STUDIES YOUNG SCHOLAR AWARD (YSA) 
Deadline: 31 August 2019 

1st Prize: €1000; 2nd Prize: €600; 3rd Prize: €400  
(actual amount subject to funding availability) 

 

The Taiwan Studies Young Scholar Award (YSA) is open to applicants who are currently enrolled on a Master’s 
or PhD programme, or who are within three years of having submitted their PhD dissertation but are not 
currently in a full-time lectureship. Papers should be related to the issue of “Narrating Taiwan: Re-
Imagining, Re-Writing, and Re-Connecting Taiwan”, the theme the 17th Annual Conference of European 
Association of Taiwan Studies (EATS) (please see the Call for Papers for details on the conference theme). 
Applicants must be current EATS members. EATS board members are ineligible to apply.  
 
Submission 
Papers should be written in English and single-authored (Times New Roman, size 12, 1.5 spacing, 3–5 
keywords, APA referencing). Please use this form as the covering letter together with your main text for 
submission. Unpublished original research papers will be accepted. However, candidates may submit papers 
that are under review for publication in a scholarly journal at the time of the 2020 EATS Conference. Each 
applicant may submit only one paper of 7,000–9,000 words (including footnotes and bibliography/reference). 
On the title page, please include the author’s full name, institution, email address, and postal address.  
 
Submissions to YSA will not be automatically considered as submissions to the 2020 EATS Conference. Please 
follow the guidelines of the 2020 EATS Call for Papers to submit abstracts to the 17th EATS Conference. 
 
Deadline 
Please submit your covering letter as well as your main text as two files to info@eats-taiwan.eu and cc 
simona.grano@aoi.uzh.ch (subject: your name + YSA 2020) by 31 August 2019.  
 
Evaluation 
Submissions will be evaluated according to their relevance to the field, originality, clarity of methodology, 
quality of presentation, and respect for quotation rules. After a double-blind external review process, the 
EATS Board will nominate by 30 November 2019 no more than three finalists. The finalists will be invited to 
present their works at the 17th EATS Conference co-hosted by Université libre de Bruxelles (ULB) and KU 
Leuven Campus Brussels, Brussels on 6-8 April 2020. During the conference, their papers and presentations 
will be further assessed.  
 
Award 
The final results will be announced at the closing ceremony of the 2020 EATS Conference. Each prize winner 
will be presented with an official certificate and monetary award (1st Prize: €1000; 2nd Prize: €600; 3rd Prize: 
€400, actual amount subject to funding availability). 
 
Funding 
YSA finalists will receive a partial reimbursement of travel and/or accommodation during the conference as 
per EATS Conference regulations. Absence from the EATS Conference will be considered as withdrawal from 
the competition. 

 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1gGNpVEi7MNeRjSz0QudNXZzadknCSuGW
mailto:info@eats-taiwan.eu
mailto:simona.grano@aoi.uzh.ch
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Taiwan: Space and Migration. 

Student Workshop in Kraków, 6-10 May 2019 
Ewa Trojnar 

 

Between 6-10 May, 2019 
the workshop Taiwan: 
Space and Migration 
gathered students of the 
Asian Studies programme 
from the Institute of Middle 
and Far East of the 
Jagiellonian University in 
Kraków and instructors 
from European and 
Taiwanese universities. 
The main goal of the 
workshop was to discuss 
selected aspects of 
Taiwan’s migration. The event started with a 
lecture by Isabelle Cheng (University of 
Portsmouth) which examined the making of 
militarised authoritarianism in Taiwan between the 
1950s-1960s. She also presented an overview of 
post-war migration to and from Taiwan and 
Taiwan’s transition from being “a closed bastion of 
anti-communism” to “a migration state”. The 
second module by Chiung-wen Chang (National 
Dong Hwa University) discussed the dynamics of 
lifestyle migration trends at a domestic level in 
Taiwan. The third module, offered by Bi-yu Chang 
(SOAS, University of London), explained the post-
war construction of an “imagined community” in 
primary school geography education as well as the 
evolution of Taiwan from a “temporary residing 
place” to “home”. By investigating the genealogy 
of post-war state spatiality, this module discussed 
the relationship between culture, space, and 
identity. In the fourth module, Lara Momesso 
(University of Central Lancashire) referred to 
multiculturalism by discussing the role of new 
immigrants in shaping the contemporary narrative 
of “multicultural Taiwan”. This module aimed at 
defining the impact of migration not only on 
migrants themselves, but also on the whole of 
Taiwanese society. 

The evaluation of the workshop Taiwan: Space and 
Migration by its student participants was very good. 
Igor Szprotawski emphasised that the workshop 
concentrated on group discussions, which enabled 
him to interact with other students and instructors. 
“It was a fantastic experience that enabled us to 
learn about different aspects of Taiwan’s migration. 

It was a really worthwhile 
course and an experience 
which I would definitely 
recommend. I was very 
fortunate to be part of it”, 
he added. Aneta 
Brancewicz felt really 
grateful to have been 
offered a chance to take 
part in the workshop, 
which covered all the key 
issues of Taiwan and 
created space to discuss 
various points of views, as 

well as additional topics. It was much more than 
she had expected. Berenika Pieron said the 
participants discussed the political, sociological, 
cultural as well as geographical aspects of Taiwan's 
migration problems. Every day brought a different 
perspective and offered new information 
presented by the experts. For Berenika, the 
workshop was: “(...) really memorable and worth 
the effort. All of us learnt a lot and we will surely 
make use of this knowledge in the future. The 
organization deserves a big round of applause”. 
Jan Chmielowski emphasized that every lecturer 
helped him to broaden his knowledge on a wide 
variety of topics concerning Taiwan's geopolitical 
presence, its culture and its struggle to build a 
national identity. He enjoyed the lecture about 
Hualian County most. Indeed, it was exceptional to 
hear such a personal discussion of counter 
urbanization in Taiwan, which is a genuinely 
intriguing phenomenon. According to Jan, 
establishing permaculture villages and promoting 
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“green lifestyle” in Taiwan is not that different from 
what he can observe in Poland.  

During the workshop, students were invited to 
prepare and deliver their presentations in a class 
forum about topics assigned by the instructors. The 
students appreciated an opportunity to create their 
own presentations related to the topics of the 
course and to deliver them in front of the audience 
of workshop participants. They said that they had 
gained useful and inspiring knowledge and 
received constructive feedback on speaking in 
public. All the participants discussed various 
aspects of migration challenges. For example, 
Aleksandra Klimecka addressed the term of 
everyday multiculturalism, while focusing on the 
issues of “foreign wives” in Taiwan. In her 
presentation, multiculturalism appeared not only 
as a value that could enhance the equal treatment 
of different cultures, races and ethnicities, but also 
a perspective from which to explore how cultural 
differences could coexist in everyday life. In 
Taiwan for example, the main problem of foreign 
women married to Taiwanese men is that their 
cultural differences are not recognized by the 
government and consequently by society. This 

issue generated Aleksandra’s interests in the 
rights of “foreign wives” in Taiwan. Jan 
Chmielowski chose a subject related to defining 
home, homeland and nation. He showed different 
perspectives regarding this sociological study and 
shared his own outlook on this problem by 
presenting his hometown as an exemplary place of 
“Heimat”, i.e. a region (or even a point in time) 
defined mostly by personal and emotional ties. 
Igor Szprotawski examined the relationship 
between identity and place, with reference to the 
preservation of Japanese colonial architecture in 
Taiwan. 

The structure of the workshop 
was adapted from Adina 
Zemanek’s workshop 
Taiwanese Popular Culture in a 
Regional Context, which was 
delivered at the Jagiellonian 
University in 2015. She shared 
this experience with Ewa 
Trojnar, who was in charge of 
the organization of the 
workshop in 2019. 

 

Ewa Trojnar is Associate Professor at the Jagiellonian University in Kraków. Her research and teaching 
interests lie within the fields of political science and international relations in the Asia-Pacific. She is also 
project manager of the Jagiellonian University Taiwan Studies Centre. 

 

“Review and Prospective: The Challenge and Opportunity of Taiwan’s Past, Present and Future” 
Annual Conference of the Taiwan Studies Program, University of Nottingham, 27-28 June 2019 

 
This year’s conference had a roundtable discussion format, in order to provide as free a scope as possible for participants – scholars, 
policy makers, and opinion leaders from the EU, North America and Taiwan – to brainstorm and review the democratization process 
and social changes in Taiwan. 
 
Emerson Niou (Duke University) opened the conference with a discussion of “Challenges and/or Opportunity of Sino-Taiwan-USA 
relations”, followed by a talk by Kharis Templeman (Stanford University) entitled “Dynamics of Taiwan's Party Politics”. Da-chi Liao 
(National Sun Yat-sen University) reflected on the issue “Has Taiwan Consolidated the Process of Democratisation?” and Chun-Yi 
Lee (University of Nottingham) presented on “Domestic Economy Strength: Innovation and Industrial Upgrading of Taiwan”. The first 
day one concluded with a presentation by Wan-Ying Yang (National Chengchi University) speaking on “Post-referendum of Gender 
and Equal Marriage Rights in Taiwan”. Day Two saw Shelley Rigger (Davidson College) speak on the “Transformation of Taiwan’s 
Identity: Past, Current and Future”. Syaru Shirley Lin (Chinese University of Hong Kong) discussed “Cross-Strait New/Old Economic 

Equilibrium”. Samuel C.Y. Ku (Wenzao University) discussed 
“Looking Back, Looking Forward: Taiwan's Relations with Southeast 
Asian Countries” and Mirjam Troester (University of Frankfurt) 
concluded the conference with her talk on “Taiwan Theatre’s Journey 
Across the Strait: Challenges and Opportunities”. 
 
A major change introduced for this year’s annual conference was the 
engagement with UK-based early career scholars, primarily PhD 
students: Peifeng Hou (St. Andrews University), Tao Wang 
(University of Manchester), Adrian Chiu (SOAS, University of 
London) and Jinpeng Ma (University of Nottingham). One USA PhD 
student, Tomas Liu (William and Mary College), joined us as well. 
Some of them collected their reflections of the conference and 
connected to their own research, published on Taiwan Insight 
between July 8th to 15th. We do hope that the TSP annual conference 
will become a platform for junior scholars doing research on Taiwan 
to join debates and discussions with more established scholars.   

https://taiwaninsight.org/
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TAIWAN STUDIES ESSAY AWARDS 
University of Portsmouth 

 
As the Taiwanese parliament passes the landmark decision to 
legalise same-sex marriage, the dichotomy between the oft-
unrecognised island nation and its mainland neighbour continues 
to grow. Despite similar cultural and societal histories grounded 
in Confucianism, Taiwan has consistently exhibited more 
progressive tendencies from early on. 
 
This paper aims to provide a basis for understanding the difference 
in attitudes towards homosexuality in both countries, with a view of 
establishing a cultural and political perspective for the differing 
attitudes. This paper thus utilises and builds upon the research and 
findings of other academics to synthesise the underlying 
motivations for Taiwanese and Chinese stances on homosexuality 
and marriage equality. 
 
In the case of China, acceptance of homosexuality is inhibited by 
the societal burden and expectation of human propagation on the 
younger generation incurred by the one-child policy. Furthermore, 
the antagonism of the authoritarian Chinese government towards 
social movements inhibits LGBTQ advocacy and understanding, 
further disseminating the unacceptability of homosexuality. In both 
countries, Confucianism provides the conservative basis for 
opposition to same-sex marriage. However, in contrast to China, 
the democratic Taiwanese government has succeeded in nurturing 
a politically active polity, such that information on LGBTQ 
communities and issues is able to be widely disseminated, thereby 
explaining the progressive attitudes towards homosexuality on the 
island. 

 
 
 
The national identity of nations has often been shaped by the ruling 
power as a way of moulding a shared culture and history. Although 
there are many ways national identity can be promoted; education 
has become a widely used medium. Both China and Taiwan have 
used education in order to promote changing ideologies within 
their ruling parties with both states introducing curricula that has 
not only impacted the relationship between themselves, but also 
the way they wish to be seen in the international community. 
 
However, the reasoning for shifts in identity differs greatly between 
the two regions. Since the end of KMT rule in the early 2000s, 
Taiwan has aimed to create a new independent identity separating 
itself from its Chinese heritage and promoting itself as a developed 
nation. On the other hand, education has been used to promote the 
Chinese Communist Party’s legitimacy, with ‘Traditional Chinese 
Culture’ being implemented into school curriculum as a means of 
reverting attention away from the party. In this essay how China 
and Taiwan have used education as a way to promote national 
identity will be assessed to show how affective education has been 
in changing national identity.  

 

BA (Hons) International 
Relations and Politics 
 

Attitudes towards 
Homosexuality and LGBTQ 
Communities in China and 
Taiwan 

 

Nur Izzahtul Diyanah 
Mohd Daud 

BA (Hons) International 
Development Studies and 
Languages 
 

How has education been used 
to promote China and 
Taiwan’s national identity? 
 

James Measures 
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AUTHOR’S INSIGHT 
The Man with the Compound Eyes – A Choice of Life 

Wu Ming-yi 
 

In 2005, I came across a news article about the 
great garbage patch in the North Pacific Ocean. 
While no picture accompanied the article, an 
image of that garbage patch began to fill my mind, 
gradually taking on the shape of an island.   

Since 2003, I have been teaching in Hualien, a city 
directly facing the Pacific Ocean. In contrast to the 
experience of going through a dark tunnel when I 
take the train back to Taipei, every time, when I am 
aboard the outbound train to Hualien, the view 
outside of my window is of the ocean. From Heping 
to Chongde station, I always hope to glimpse 
humpback whales in the astonishing deep blue 
ocean that is the Pacific.  

Day after day, a story began to take shape in my 
mind. At the time, I became actively involved in 
quite a few environmental activist groups. With the 
experiences I accumulated from my outdoor field 
research, I often tried to engage myself in 
dialectical reasoning with respect to the various 
ethical stances that could be adopted regarding 
different environmental issues. However, the 
environmental issues of our day-to-day reality can 
never be reduced solely to dialectic reasoning. 
Political and historical factors, even cultural habits, 

are often interwoven with ethical issues, creating a 
highly complex reality.  

For a while, I often lingered on the coast, watching 
the seagulls flying along the waves and imagining 
that one day a vortex might carry back to the shore 
all the garbage we had dumped into the sea. I 
could not help but wonder: would these discarded 
wastes come back to meet the people who 
discarded them? The garbage patch of the North 
Pacific Ocean floats to Taiwan, with a young boy 
from the Wayo Wayo island on it. This is how the 
story unfolds.   

During my writing of the story, I consulted some 
aboriginal ethnographic publications about a 
charming island next to Taiwan which is known as 
Lanyu (Orchid Island), the home to the indigenous 
Tao people. The island of Wayo Wayo and its 
universe are therefore similar to the Tao people’s 
oceanic cosmology, constantly engaging in a 
dialogue with other cultures formed on the land.  

In fact, it was not from a desire to “write an 
environmental novel” that I began to compose the 
story. The core of the story is primarily about the 
encounter of two people, both deserted by the 
world. To me, it is a story about abandonment, a 
story whose destiny is to find the meaning of life. 

The novel is entitled The Man with the Compound 
Eyes. When I was a boy, I used to fantasize about 
having compound eyes. It was not until later that I 
learned that every species on earth has evolved to 
have a particular kind of visual sense, largely 
relating to the external environment that 
conditioned its way of life. For example, a lot of 
insects have extremely good movement-based 
vision, which is no doubt related to their ability to 
fly. The reasoning behind this, for me, is that there 
is only one world, but through the lenses of 
different subjects, the world that is seen can be 
very different. This is not a pure empirical 
difference in a philosophical sense, but an actual 
physical difference from a biological perspective. 
While I was writing about the forces of nature in this 
novel, the literary example of “the man with the 
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compound eyes” was essential to illustrate this 
point. 

In a world that is constructed by humans, “what you 
see” is not simply a biological question. In our 
epoch, it also carries political meanings. The world 
that is seemingly “visually” constructed is in fact 
made up of “representations”. Seeing more does 
not necessarily bring us closer to the truth. 

When an individual encounters extreme difficulty, 
he or she is trapped in an emotion of sorrow and 
despair. Many of the characters in the novel are in 
despair, and they often think “it is how it is.” This 
kind of overwhelming emotion cannot be shaken 
off. It comes back again and again like the tides. 
The key question is whether there is anything out 
there that one can feel responsible for or attached 
to. Or is there something indelible that remains 
embedded in one’s memory? Like Alice and her 
cat, like Haven hoping that she can see the sea 
every day. 

I think this is a novel more about “the choice of life,” 
a story about a young man who was destined to 

sacrifice his life but chose to fight for it instead, a 
story about a woman who clung onto the idea of 
committing suicide, but who chose to survive for 
someone else’s sake. I hope the readers can see 
the beauty of despair between those lines. 
 

(English translation by Ti-han Chang)

 
 

CALL FOR PAPERS 
REVISITING THE COLD WAR ON TAIWAN 

5-6 December, 2019, Wilson Center, Washington D.C. 
 
In scholarship of Taiwan during the Cold War, the agency and subjectivities of Taiwanese voices have often been overlooked. Cold War 
policies from 1945-1972 toward Taiwan were structured for the Republic of China, driven by US and Kuomintang (KMT) state and elite 
interests. Under Cold War-enabled authoritarianism and the White Terror, human rights and Taiwanese identities were written out. In the US 
and the Global South, communist China drew attention as an alternative for global anti-colonial/anti-imperial movements. Discussions of 
Taiwan as a result were defined from a PRC-centric narrative, denying Taiwanese liberation and democracy struggles in the post-WWII era.  

High politics and great power perspectives often ignore the roles played by subaltern actors. Changing US-Taiwan and global conditions 
since the mid-1960s--US immigration reform in 1965, human rights diplomacy, the normalization of US-PRC relations in the 1970s, and the 
global anti-authoritarian and pro-democracy movements in the 1980s--all provided an opportunity for Taiwanese voices to emerge from the 
orthodox Cold War narrative. Meanwhile, migration and activism within and across borders challenged and redefined boundaries and nation 
building.  

The purpose of this workshop is to invite scholars working on Cold War Taiwan to come together and discuss new approaches, frameworks as 
well as new archival sources to understand Taiwanese history. We invite submission and discussions to revisit this period of Taiwanese Cold 
War history and US-Taiwan relations through alternative lenses and voices.  

Submissions from history, sociology, geography, anthropology, political science, and especially junior scholars (advanced PhD candidates, 
postdoctoral scholars, non-tenure track faculty) are welcome. Possible topics of papers include, but are not limited to: • Examining the effect 
of the global Cold War on Taiwanese peoples, society, and culture • Re-orienting US-Taiwan relations or Cold War history to focus on 
previously understudied voices, e.g. non-state actors, activists, indigenous peoples, immigrants, farmers, international/and transnational 
agents • Utilizing different approaches, i.e. violence, human rights, race and ethnicity, migration, environment, knowledge production, etc., to 
reinterpret the Cold War on Taiwan • Taiwan’s Cold War-era foreign relations (beyond the US), e.g. Taiwan-Latin America, Taiwan-Southeast 
Asia, Taiwan-Africa relations • Rethinking the Cold War on Taiwan through newly declassified archives from Taiwan and/or the US 

 A 500-word abstract and max. 250 word short biographical paragraph should be emailed as one document to coldwarontaiwan@gmail.com 
by August 25th, 2019. Please also briefly describe the context of the project in the abstract, for example, if part of a larger manuscript 
project, edited volume, journal article, etc. We will announce the successful submissions in early September. A 7000 to 8000-word paper will 
need to be pre-circulated to all participants one month before the conference. Each presenter is also expected to prepare a 20-minute 
presentation. Three nights of accommodation (shared for PhD students) and meals will be provided during the conference.  

This workshop conveners include The Cold War International History Project of the Woodrow Wilson Center, the National Chengchi 
University Graguate Institute of Taiwan History, and the University of Washington Taiwan Studies Program.  

For inquiries, please contact the organizers: Chichi Peng: chitingpeng@ucsb.edu James Lin: jyslin@uw.edu; Charles Kraus: 
Charles.Kraus@wilsoncenter.org; Guo-Sian Lin: fruity@nccu.edu.tw 

mailto:coldwarontaiwan@gmail.com
mailto:chitingpeng@ucsb.edu
mailto:jyslin@uw.edu
mailto:Charles.Kraus@wilsoncenter.org
mailto:fruity@nccu.edu.tw
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TRANSLATOR’S INSIGHT 
The Multi-Faceted World of Wu Ming-yi 

Katarzyna Sarek 
 
 
The Man with Compound Eyes is a 
unique and eye-opening novel. It 
mixes reality with fantasy, as 
semi-magical events occur 
throughout the novel, and plunge 
the reader into exotic scenery. 
The author creates his own genre, 
called eco-fantasy or nature 
writing. Ecological events, 
described in a surreal and mystic 
way, together with other plots, 
create the texture of the novel. It 
is a great story, full of beauty and 
well-developed with engaging 
protagonists.  
 
I owe my first encounter with Wu 
Ming-yi's prose to my friend Wei-
yun Lin-Górecka, a Taiwanese 
poet and translator, who bound 
her life to Poland. She has been 
living in Kraków for many years and actively 
promoting Polish literature and culture in Taiwan. 
In 2012 she asked me to translate for her a few 
fragments of a strange story about the imaginary 
island Wayo Wayo and a brave young man, Atile, 
who travels across Pacific on his small boat. By day 
he meets a pack of sperm whales and by night he 
encounters the spirits of the second sons of Wayo 
Wayo. These snippets were so bizarre and magical 
that I was immediately enchanted, and asked Wei-
yun Lin-Górecka to lend me her copy of The Man 
with Compound Eyes.  
 
And that's how the story started. I read the novel in 
two days and decided that I had to translate it into 
Polish. I prepared a short sample and sent it to 
many publishing houses. Of course, without any 
success. At that time I was an inexperienced 
translator and no editor would give a chance to 
such a new hand in the field of Chinese literary 
translation. Besides, at that time Taiwanese 
literature was absent in Poland. Not even one piece 
of work of prose or poetry was available in Polish. 
It was a virgin land and no one wanted to take the 
risk and invest in a new writer from a faraway 
country. As a very stubborn person, I didn't give up. 
I knew that I just had to wait and one day I would 
get a chance to translate Wu Ming-yi's works. 

Several years have passed, I've 
managed to obtain a Ph.D. in 
Chinese linguistics, to get an 
academic job at Jagiellonian 
University in Kraków, and to 
become a Chinese-Polish literary 
translator with some achievements.  
 
Perseverance always pays off. When 
Marzena Stefańska from a small 
publishing house Kwiaty Orientu 
contacted me in 2017 and asked me 
to recommend an interesting 
Chinese novel, I didn't hesitate for a 
second. As I expected, The Man with 
Compound Eyes also captivated 
Marzena Stefańska, and she quickly 
decided to publish the novel. 
Eventually, my dream of many years 
was fulfilled and I got the chance to 
spend a few months with Wu Ming-

yi's thoughts and words.  
 
I knew that translating The Man with Compound 
Eyes would not be easy, but when I started I was 
overwhelmed. The text was very dense, the 
sentences complicated, and I was struggling to 
keep pace with the plot. The first thirty pages were 
the hardest, but later I began to feel the 
atmosphere of the novel and to feel comfortable 
with the style of the writer. Although I got used to 
the writer's style, every once in a while I was 
convinced that I do not know anything about the 
natural environment of Taiwan. The flora and fauna 
of Taiwan play a prominent role in the novel. I had 
to meticulously check most of the names of the 
insects, plants, trees and animals. After digging in 
the dictionaries, very often I could only sigh 
because there were no Polish equivalents. In such 
cases, I decided to stick with Latin names, and in 
my opinion, it just increases the charm of the novel.  
 
Happily, I was in Taiwan during the summer of 2018 
and could familiarize myself with the local climate, 
food, and plants. My stay in Kaohsiung helped me 
greatly to understand Taiwanese realities and to 
avoid many mistakes. Aboriginal languages and 
customs, I have to admit, were also quite significant 
obstacles. The most difficult for me were the 
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descriptions of everyday life, cooking, and hunting. 
They were full of tools, ingredients, and types of 
equipment not used in Europe. If my Taiwanese 
friends couldn't help me, as even for them Bunun or 
Ami tribe customs were quite obscure, I had to 
seek for an answer in scholarly books devoted to 
this topic. I do not have to mention that it was very 
time-consuming. But even with all the 
difficulties along the way, I have to confess 
that The Man with Compound Eyes is the most 
rewarding book I have translated so far. All 
the knowledge and all the magic from this 
novel have left a deep mark on me.  
 
Insightful reading of the novel, indispensable 
during the translation, affected me also as a 
reader. I learned a lot about the condition of 
nature in Taiwan, as well as in other parts of 
the world, and I realized how everything - 
man, animals, the climate - is related and 

connected. Aboriginal encounters with modernity 
echo global environmental crises that impact 
everyone. Wu Ming-yi's novel, in which no single 
character’s viewpoint is privileged, creates a new 
perspective and compels us to reevaluate our 
human-centric approach. It also builds an urge to 
do something, to engage in ecological activity and 

treat better not only living beings but 
everything around us. Because 
mountains, rivers, and seas also need 
our care.  
 
The immersive and achingly beautiful 
writing led me into a world of magical 
realism, and I returned to my reality 
full of admiration for the writer's talent, 
but also with a strong awareness of the 
responsibility lying on my shoulders 
as the translator of a now already 
published work.  

 
Katarzyna Sarek is Associate Professor at the Institute of Oriental Studies, Jagiellonian University in Krakow. 
She is also a Chinese and French translator and member of the Polish Literary Translators’ Association. Her 
translations include works by Lu Xun, Shen Fu and Yu Hua, and she is now translating Yan Lianke’s novels.  

 
CALL FOR PAPERS 

“Enlightening’ Taiwan: Communicating Knowledge  
as/in Social Activism in the Post-Sunflower Era” 

15 November 2019, University of Sussex 
 

Workshop Organisers: Chia-Yu Liang and Po-Han Lee (University of Sussex)  
Keynote Speaker: Dr Yeh, Hao (Associate Professor, National Chengchi University) 
 

Social activism in Taiwan has attracted scholarly efforts from various disciplines, and the Sunflower Movement in 2014 has broadened the 
scope of studies on this subject, due to its geopolitical significance. However, one specific area of practice is under exploration and needs a 
better understanding, that is, a new form of intellectual engagement that arose around the time of the Sunflower Movement and has been 
continued until today. This phenomenon, framed by this workshop as “knowledge communication”, performs the functioning of public media 
in contemporary Western societies, while also forging social solidarity as pubs in England or cafés in France did during the Enlightenment 
era. Furthermore, it promotes engagement through blogposts and YouTube videos, thus forming a multi-level interaction between academia 
and the public.  

The workshop aims to examine theoretically various aspects of this new phenomenon, by providing answers to the core questions below: 1) 
What are the rationales for launching respective platforms for knowledge communications?; 2) What are the achievements and hurdles of 
each of these practices in the last decade?; 3) What is the significance of these practice as a whole for Taiwan, particularly in relation to global 
politics, global intellectual history, and other relevant domains of knowledge production?; 4) How do these challenge existing discourses with 
regard to Taiwan and Taiwanese-ness? 

We welcome proposals from academics/activists, stakeholders, participants and ‘witnesses’ of this intellectual engagement in/as social 
activism on the following platforms: public fora such as Formosa Forum, Philosophy Friday, and Theology Sunday; online blogs such as Guava 
Anthropology, Public Medicine Times, StreetCorner Sociology, Kám-Á-Tiàm Forum of History, Plain Law Movement, WhoGoverns TW, Gushi 
[story], New Bloomer, TalkEcon, Kuroshio Focus, etc.  
 
Deadline for Abstract Submission: 12 August 2019 
Announcement of accepted proposals: 19 August 2019 
Deadline for confirmation of acceptance: 2 September 2019 
Deadline for full paper submission: 1 November 2019 
 
Please send the abstract to: khoffman0331@gmail.com. This is also the contact address for any further inquiries. 
 
Drawing on the academic outcomes of the Workshop, we intend to publish the papers as a special issue of the International Journal of Taiwan 
Studies. Please let us know if you do not wish your contribution to be included in this project. Please also note that we are unable to offer any 
bursary support due to budgetary limits. 
 

 

mailto:khoffman0331@gmail.com
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EATS TAIWAN STUDIES  
DISSERTATION AWARDS 

 

  

  

 

Maja Korbecka 
First Prize Winner 
 
Chinese Diaspora Filmmakers in Contemporary Taiwan Cinema 
 
MA in Film and New Media Studies 
Jagiellonian University in Krakow, June 2018 

 

My dissertation focused on international recognition for filmmakers coming from Chinese 
diasporas in Southeast Asia, working within Taiwan’s film industry: the Burmese Chinese Midi Z, 
the Malaysian Chinese Tsai Ming-liang and Lau Kek-huat. Through their hybrid identity, these 
directors influence Taiwan’s global image, while also reflecting ongoing social and demographic 
changes on the island due to increasing migration flows. From a transnational cinema standpoint, 
I analyzed these directors’ personal history of migration to Taiwan, their mode of film production 
and exhibition, and their cinematic representation of Chinese diaspora in terms of narration, 
spaces, objects and figures. For the theoretical framework, I quoted works on diasporic 
communities by Chris Barker, Martin Sokefeld, Yasemin Soysal, and Nicholas Van Hear. I also 
referred to Robin Cohen’s description of diasporic communities and his categorization of Chinese 
as trade and labour diaspora. Subsequently, I briefly presented the history of Chinese migration to 
Southeast Asia, focusing on the notion of Chinese transnationalism as formulated by Donald M. 
Nonini and Aihwa Ong’s, in order to highlight the importance of educational capital as defined by 
Pierre Bourdieu for Chinese transnationalism. In the film analysis, I applied Andrew Higson’s 
definition of transnational cinema to locate Tsai Ming-liang’s I Don’t Want to Sleep Alone (2006), 
Midi Z’s Ice Poison (2015) and Lau Kek-huat’s Absent Without Leave (2016) within this framework. I 
also conducted interviews with the three filmmakers, followed their activity on social media, and 
attended events they were involved in. I travelled to film locations such as Kuala Lumpur or cities 
connected to film directors’ biography - Tsai Ming-liang’s native Kuching and Lau Kek-huat 
hometown Johor Bahru. In order to gain a better understanding of the Southeast Asian Chinese 
diasporic community in Taiwan, I visited Taipei’s Huaxin Street (colloquially called “Little Burma”) 
where I took part in the celebration of New Year (poshuijie), talking to Chinese Burmese living in 
Taipei, looking for common points in their diasporic experience. 
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Perl Li 
Second Prize Winner 
 

Engaging the Public:  
What Can Taiwan Tourism Learn from the Sunflower Movement?    
 

MSc in Asian Politics  
SOAS University of London, September 2018 

 
This thesis discusses the changing nature of public diplomacy, and the role of modern, global social 
media. The thesis begins by setting out the particular importance of destination image and tourism 
as public diplomacy tools in Taiwan – a country that is soft power rich but lacks hard power on the 
global political stage. Two examples are contrasted of how public communication was used (or 
misused) in Taiwanese public diplomacy; firstly, poor communication by the Heart of Asia campaign 
by the Taiwan Tourism Bureau, and secondly successful communication by a student protest 
movement. Both sought international attention, and the available qualitative and quantitative 
evidence is analyzed to highlight why the government’s communication strategies in these arenas 
have been unsuccessful, and to make suggestions on how to adapt and improve in the modern era. 
Better social media strategy is needed to improve engagement with their own public as well as 
international publics. Much as the student protesters of the Sunflower Movement demanded, the 
government should switch from one-way communication to two-way engagement – i.e. to both speak 
and listen to the public. 

 

Giulia Mengato  
Second Prize Winner 
 
Government support or private investment?  
Developing community-based tourism on Taiwan’s East coast   
 
MA in Anthropology of Travel and Tourism 
SOAS University of London, September 2018 

 
Government support for community development tourism projects can often sugar coat deeply 
colonising public interventions to the detriment of the local population. In the last decades, the 
“fair-trade” phenomenon has flourished, where socially-conscious private investors support 
more sustainable forms of community development programs. Through a case study of the 
Taiwanese Indigenous community of Jici 磯崎 , this dissertation argues that privately-run 
Sustainable and Ethical Private Investment Approaches (SEPIA) are the most effective solution 
for building sustainable touristic projects with Indigenous communities. I conclude that the 
foundations of a SEPIA must be established within the community and cover the following 
aspects: land ownership, resource control, governance, cooperation, shared knowledge and 
forward-looking strategies and policies.  
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BOOK PRESENTATION 
Portraying the Vietnamese Diaspora  

in France, the USA and Taïwan 
Clément Baloup 

 

I am the author of 15 graphic novels and comic 
books. Several of them are available in different 
language versions (French, English, German, 
Italian, Spanish...), and the topics of most are 
related  to Vietnam. I went to Taiwan in 2013 to do 
research for my ongoing work about the 
Vietnamese diaspora: the Vietnamese Memories 
(Mémoires de Viet Kieu) series.  
 
My vocation is writing and drawing graphic 
novels. My aim is to recreate the events 
experienced either personally or by people with 
whom I speak, an approach that might be called 
“comic book journalism”. My themes cover a 
broad timeframe that starts with the history of the 
French colonial empire and its colonies of former 
Indochina and lasts until today. More specifically, 
I deal with the history of Vietnam in the late 20th 
and early 21st centuries, and with the Vietnamese 
diaspora spread around the world. The 

Vietnamese Memories series is based upon 
testimony obtained from these people living in 
different countries, which is a complex and 
expensive process involving a lot of travel and 
research. 
 
At first, my journey was more of a family memoir, 
as I was myself born into a Viet kieu family living 
in France. However, as the years went by and with 
multiple encounters throughout different 
countries, the significance of my graphic novels 
grew into a wider collection of testimonies 
describing an untold history shared by millions of 
overseas Vietnamese. These also deal with 
immigrant status and the complexities of double 
citizenship. 
 
Of course, my works have to be understood from 
the artistic point of view of a storyteller; they are 
not scientific or academic studies. Nevertheless, 
many schools and universities show great interest 
in my graphic novels. There are only a few books, 
and even fewer comic books, which have 
engaged with this particular subject and linked it 
to wider post-colonial studies. 
 
Stories linked to the Vietnam war are not only part 
of history writing, but are also part of people’s 
lives in various regions of the world. Thus, it is 
indeed a geographical question that initiated my 
work: how can a French citizen be an heir to 
Vietnamese culture? The answer is not 
straightforward as the two countries are far away 
and regular school education does not pay much 
attention to this chapter of history. 
 
It is an identity crisis, a feeling surely shared by 
many mixed-blood people, that pushes them 
strongly enough to go exploring remote countries 
with one aim: to understand why people had to 
leave their home and how. The crisis that 
Vietnamese people went through was at once a 
worldwide crisis including multiple countries; a 
crisis of the political system, witnessing the end of 
colonial regimes and the emergence of Cold War; 
a terrible humanitarian crisis with millions of 
refugees seeking shelter, followed by economic 
migration; and, as mentioned before, an identity 
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crisis, a rupture embodied by a generation of 
people mixed by culture and by blood. The latter 
issue echoes one of the major crises of our time: 
that of displacement. For instance, contemporary 
migrants sailing over the Mediterranean Sea are 
often called ‘boat people’, a term born in 1975 to 
refer to Vietnamese fleeing by the sea.  
 

In collaboration with Mathieu Jiro, I have authored 
four fictional graphic novels, entitled Chinh Tri 1, 
Le chemin de Tuan, Chinh Tri 2, Le choix de Hai, 
Chinh Tri 3, Lady Ace, and La concubine rouge 
(published in France). These four books are 
fictions revisiting the war in Vietnam from the first 
independence movements born in 1920s Paris, to 
the fall of Saigon in 1975, through events such as 
guerilla fighting in the jungle during the 
Indochina war. I also published the 
autobiographic Autumn in Hanoi, which attempts 
to draw a subjective portrait of the present-day 
inhabitants of Hanoi city, where I studied fine arts. 
 
The Vietnamese Memories series was published 
in France by La Boîte à Bulles, and in the USA by 
Humanoids Publishing. Its first volume, Leaving 
Saigon, tells real stories of Vietnamese people 
who had to emigrate because of the war which 
lasted from 1945 to 1975. It covers daily life under 
the French administration, the Japanese and U.S. 
occupations, and the communists’ takeover of 

state power. It tells of hope and sometimes horror. 
Together, these narratives create the portrait of a 
community scattered over various regions: the 
Viet kieu. The second volume, Little Saigon, 
focuses on the Vietnamese living in the USA, who 
had to leave Vietnam after the fall of Saigon and 
were reaching for the American dream. The third 
volume, Brides of Taiwan (Les mariées de Taïwan), 
explores a more recent period, showing that 
poverty in Vietnam can draw young women into 
modern social traps in countries such as Taiwan, 
and into the trap of human trafficking. Finally, 
volume 4, Linh Tho, is about forced migrants in 
occupied France during World War II, when 
Indochinese men were deported to France.  
 
I found out about Vietnamese brides in Taiwan 
while I was working on the Vietnamese diaspora 
subject in the USA. Filmmaker Doan Hoang asked 
me genuinely if I was aware of what had been 
happening recently to poor young Vietnamese 
girls in Asia. I had no idea. She was the first one to 
inform me about the trend of transnational 
weddings resulting in a new type of migration. 
 
Several countries are involved in this process: 
Vietnamese brides are found in mainland China, 
South Korea, and Taiwan. As I could not address 
all of them and had an opportunity to go to Taipei 
in 2013 for an international book event, I chose 
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Taiwan. At first, I was met with a warm welcome, 
but as I was digging into the sensitive subject of 
Vietnamese brides, many Taiwanese people 
started to see me as a troublemaker. I met more 
than 30 witnesses, mostly Vietnamese brides, 
over a period of five weeks. That was quite 
exhausting.  

 
In Taiwan, there are around 100,000 Vietnamese 
brides, but in order to reach some of them I had 
to pull on a lot of different strings: network, press, 
officials, friends, associations, meeting places... 
This process was similar to what I did in France 
and in the USA, as described in my graphic novels. 
The reactions of these women’s Taiwanese 
families ranged from kind to hostile, which 
explains why many interviews were done in a 
variety of sometimes odd places, from restaurants 
to the back seat of a car. 
 
What struck me the most, and became central in 
Les mariées de Taïwan, were stories of women 
who managed to break free from oppressive 
families: the divorcees. Their struggle is uplifting, 
and I see my graphic novel as a tribute to them. 
But the decisions which led to the final form of my 
book included leaving out lots of details, such as 
those on women who were happy with their lives 
in Taiwan. I met several such women, who were 
aware of the plight of their compatriots. We 

mainly taled about such topics, so the book, in the 
end, still represents their concerns. 
 
The typical portrait of such a bride is a 20-year-
old countryside girl from a poor family, 
approached in Vietnam by representatives of 
matrimonial agencies proposing that they marry 
a rich man from abroad. The girl agrees but does 
not fully understand the consequences and may 
be forced into a system that treats her as a human 
commodity. On the Taiwanese husband’s side, 
the price to pay to the agency goes from 7,000 to 
15,000 U$D, which is considered an investment. 
To these consequences one might add the 
misunderstandings caused by differences in 
language and culture. Although the choice to 
marry Vietnamese women is motivated by what is 
perceived as cultural similarity, the husband is 
often frustrated by the reality of the everyday life 
with his wife. 
 
This phenomenon of Vietnamese brides reveals 
and creates many social problems, related to 
human rights in the face of the commodification of 
the human beings and restrictions upon their 
liberties, as well as the future of Taiwan’s 
population, with one in four children born to 
immigrant parents. Such issues are of particular 
concern to groups of social workers, journalists 
and government institutions. 
 
The reception of the book in France and Belgium 
was enthusiastic. It received good reviews in the 
press and was shortlisted for several awards. 
Nevertheless, I felt that readers felt less 
concerned because of their distance, something 
like cultural relativism at best, and the idea that 
women are used to being mistreated in this part 
of the world at worst. 
 
I came to think that the stories lying within my 
books could constitute pieces of a larger puzzle, 
and as such could be perceived from an 
interdisciplinary standpoint so as to capture a 
“big picture” of the Viet kieu. And we could also 
ask ourselves what we can learn from each of 
them, given the multiple crises happening in the 
world we now live in. 

 
Clément Baloup was born to a French mother and a Vietnamese father, and 
was raised in France, Polynesia and South America. He studied design in 
Marseilles, as well as fine arts in Angoulême and Hanoi. He currently works 
as an illustrator, writer, painter, lecturer at arts schools and curator of 
exhibitions held around the world.  
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NOTICE BOARD 

FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES 

10-12 October 2019: “Taiwanese Philosophy and the 
Preservation of Confucian Tradition”. International 
Conference organized by University of Ljubljana, EARL 
Ljubljana, and TRCCS (Taiwan Research Center for 
Chinese Studies) in Taipei. 
 

25-27 October 2019: “Taiwan’s Cultural Diplomacy - A 
Decade of Intercultural Discovery.” Conference at the 
University of Vienna, Campus, Austria. 
 

7-8 November 2019: “Sinophone Literature across the 
Strait (China and Taiwan from the 19th Century to the 
Contemporary Ages)”. Workshop addressing PhD 
students and post-doc fellows, at the Department of 
Foreign Languages, Literatures and Cultures of Roma Tre 
University. 
 

23-24 November 2019: The 4th International Conference 
on Vietnamese and Taiwanese Studies “International 
Cooperation and Sustainable Development. Conference 
at the Department of Taiwanese Literature, National 
Cheng Kung University, Tainan, Taiwan. 
 
RECENT PUBLICATIONS  
BY EATS MEMBERS 
 
Cheng, Isabelle, (2019). “Spoken at Home and in the 
Market: the Shifting Perceptions towards Southeast Asian 
Languages in Taiwan.” Taiwan Insight. University of 
Nottingham.  
https://taiwaninsight.org/2019/05/13/spoken-at-home-
and-in-the-market-the-shifting-perceptions-towards-
southeast-asian-languages-in-taiwan/ , 13 May. 
 

Cheng, Isabelle (2018). “Saving the Nation by Sacrificing 
Your Life: Authoritarianism and Chiang Kai-shek’s War of 
for the Retaking of China.” Submitted to the Journal of 
Current Chinese Affairs, as part of the Special Issue of 
Authoritarianism in the Making: Its Apparatus, Projection 
and Impacts on Everyday Life during the Cold War’. The 
Journal of Current Chinese Affairs, 47(2), 55-86. 
 

Cheng, Isabelle and Dluhošová Táňa (2018). “No 
Distant Memory: Rethinking the State, Its Citizens and 
Authoritarianism in Everyday Life.” The Journal of Current 
Chinese Affairs, 47(2), 3-10. 
 

Cheng, Isabelle and Momesso Lara 
(2019). “Rethinking Transnationalism in the Global World: 
Contested State, Society, Border, and the People in 
Between.” International 
Migration. DOI: 10.1111/imig.12594. 
 

Chi, Chang-hui (2018). “Learning to Drink Sorghum 
Liquor: Taste and Consumption in Military Front-Line 
Jinmen, Taiwan.” The Journal of Current Chinese Affairs, 
47(2), 165-191. 
 

Chiu, Hsiao-Chiao (2018) “Women’s Labour, Kinship, 
and Economic Changes in Jinmen in the Era of 
Authoritarian Rule.” The Journal of Current Chinese 
Affairs, 47(2), 193-2018. 
 

Dluhošová, Táňa (2018). “Censorship and Publication 
Control in Early Post-War Taiwan: Procedures and 
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